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I Can Ravenna, ‘Capital of Late Antiquity’, make up for Rome's missing archaeology between the 230s and 930s AD? 

 

Okay, concede critical readers of The Stratigraphy of Rome (Heinsohn 2018 b), we understand that, between the 230s and 930s AD, 

the supposedly eternal city did not build new apartments, latrines, aqueducts, sewers, streets, ports, bakeries or kitchens. We also 

understand that Rome’s churches of the 4th and 8th or 5th and 9th centuries repeat the floorplans of 1st and 2nd century basilicas. 

Moreover, we can recognize that the “later” basilicas were built next to and not above the buildings of the 1st and 2nd centuries. 

Therefore, these buildings easily fit into Rome’s street grid up to the 230s AD. The critical readers may also be astonished to find that, 

in Israel’s Capernaum (Kfar Naum), the house of Peter the fisherman was venerated as early as the mid-1st century (Loffreda 1974), but in 

Italy’s Rome Saint Peter, the former fisherman, was not given a basilica until 300 years later. 

 

Their amazement may lean towards disbelief when they further hear that the shape and the differently colored stone columns of 

Rome’s St. Peter from the 4th century would fit much more convincingly into Rome’s first century: “First of all, the use of colored 

marble and granite had already started in the first century. […] The basilica as a type of building was not chosen from a range of 

typological alternatives when the plans to build San Giovanni in Laterano and Saint Peter’s were first developed and discussed. A 

basilica was simply a type of building that had already been used for centuries. / One of the surprising elements of late antique 

architecture […is] material that was imported in the second and third centuries, which was warehoused or stockpiled for later use.” 

(Bosman 2013, 79/74). 

 

Readers may comprehend that the poor scholars by no means write history of art and architecture. Instead, they produce justifications 

for an erroneous chronology. They see quite clearly what does not fit into this mistaken chronology, but they do not dare to deviate 

from it. Scholars may argue here and there, but they all know the chronology by heart, from Emperor Augustus onwards. They want 

to fill the 1000 years from 1 to 1000 AD with material, but not to question any of it. It can be said that chronology is the only dogma 

that these highly educated people not only accept but fiercely defend. And yet none of them could name a scholar from the year 400 

AD or 800 AD who was able to explain to his contemporaries exactly why they lived in 400 or 800 and not in another year after 

Christ. As always, dogma thrives on ignorance, and, especially, on its not by any means malicious, but merely clueless variant. 
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Despite all these insights, readers are reluctant to apply Rome's missing 700 years to the whole of Italy or even the entire world. In 

any case, they will ask what the situation is like in other Italian cities that functioned as capitals after or alongside Rome. The first 

thing they will look at is Milan, which – we learn – was made the capital of Italy by Diocletian (284-305 AD) in 286 AD until it was 

replaced by Ravenna in 402 AD. Decrees by Theodoric from Ravenna also reach the city some 100 years later (Gillet 2003, 163). 

 

Reconstruction of the circus (470 x 85 m) with city wall (4,5 km; 24 towers), and palace of Maximinian (286-305 AD 

Augustus of the West) in Milan that was built in outline and technology of 1st century AD Rome. [by F. Corni in Guidi 2017, 4.] 

 
 

But in Milan, governed by Maximian ([285-305]; Augustus of the West from 286-305 AD), we are faced with the difficulty that the 

impressive buildings dated to the 4th century are amazingly similar in form and construction technique to comparable buildings of the 

1st century. This can be shown most clearly in the 470 m long circus: “Comparing the remains of the circus of Milan with other 
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performance buildings, the most probable structure was composed of a vault forming the ceiling of the corridor, intersected by 

architraves sustaining the podium. This structure is still visible, for example, in the Circus Maximus and the Colosseum in Rome. 

Even if these two buildings are [up to 300 years; GH] earlier than the Circus in Milan, they represent the best conserved examples to 

analyze and understand” Milan (Guidi et al. 2017, 9). On the other hand, between Milan’s 1st and 4th century no public buildings were 

erected at all.  

 

We already know that the Roman circus (on the Via Appia) of Maxentius (Caesar from 306-312 AD), Maximinian's son and the 

mortal enemy of Constantine the Great (306-337 AD) , must have been built in the first half of the 1st century (and not in the 4th 

century), because pre-50 AD mausoleums are cut deep into the perimeter wall of Maxentius' own mausoleum (Heinsohn 2018 b, 14). 

 

Layout of MAXENTIUS-MAUSOLEUM on Rome’s Via Appia. 

 

It is dated to the early 4th century (Late Antiquity) but is surrounded by 

small 1st century mausoleums of Imperial Antiquity cutting into its 

perimeter wall. 

 

The southern tomb belonged to the Gens Servilia. It left only 70 mm of 

Maxentius’s wall. This brings Maxentius (and his nemesis Constantine the 

Great, into the first half of the 1st century AD.  

[Rasch 1984, table 79b.] 

 
 

 

Milan’s most recent Roman residential structure (a domus) was “built in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD; [it] was later transformed into 

a prestigious domus in the 3rd century AD” (Guidi et al. 2017, 3). It is still not known where the circus audiences of the 4th and 5th 

centuries could have lived. At that time, one does not know where the Milanese took their baths in the first 300 years AD, because 
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Milan’s puzzling 300-year-gap for public buildings, after which form and technology of the 1st century AD is repeated- 
 Horreum (granary) of the early 4th century in early 1st century 

outline and technology. [Caporusso 2007, 189.] 

Hercules thermal bath of the early 4th century in early 1st 

century outline and technology. [Caporusso 2007, 180.] 

 

 

 

4th century 

AD 

(no residential 

buildings) 

  

Up to 280s AD           Residential building (domus) up to 230s AD.                           No public buildings up to 280s AD. 
 Theatre (construction started 49 BC) [https://blog.urbanfile.org/2016/ 

10/19/milano-zona-magenta-il-piu-antico-edificio-pubblico-di-milano-il-teatro-romano/.] 
Amphitheatre (129.5 x 109.3 m; c. 1-20 AD) [Caporusso 

2007, 96 f.] 

 

 

 

1st century BC  

to  

1st century 

AD 

  
 

https://blog.urbanfile.org/2016/%2010/19/milano-zona-magenta-il-piu-antico-edificio-pubblico-di-milano-il-teatro-romano/
https://blog.urbanfile.org/2016/%2010/19/milano-zona-magenta-il-piu-antico-edificio-pubblico-di-milano-il-teatro-romano/
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the Hercules thermal baths were not finished until the 4th century. This was never understood because Milan’s “baths were a 

fundamental place for the life of the city in Roman times, intended both to safeguard the health of citizens and to constitute a meeting 

place” (Milano Archeologia 2020). In the 4th and 5th century, Milan is in close contact with Ravenna. Theodosius I (379-395 AD) 

holds power in both cities. Under his daughter, Galla Placidia (c. 390-450 AD), Ravenna replaces Milan as capital. We will see that 

Ravenna's buildings dated to the 5th and 6th century are made of bricks of the 2nd and 3rd century up to Alexander Severus (222-235 

AD). Thus, when Rome stops to build any apartments, latrines and streets after the 230s, Milan perishes, too. 

 

Although Milan cannot compensate for Rome’s empty centuries without dwellings and latrines, it suffers a decline whose cataclysmic 

extent is on a par with the Roman one. A first century BC/AD harbor was discovered by chance during construction work in 1960.  

 

In 1960, during construction work, the quay of the ancient port of Milan (starting in the late 1st century BC) was discovered deep 

down [Caporusso 2007, 92]. The catastrophe of its burial is not understood. RIGHT: Partial reconstruction [Caporusso 2007, 90/91]. 

  
F 
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The fact that – despite ancient sources naming Milan as Italy’s second largest city port after Rome – it was completely forgotten and 

was found deep below the level of today's streets – shows the deadly power of that catastrophe. 

 

Again, critics may admit that Milan, too, does not possess the full 1000 years budgeted for the first millennium. But they still have 

an ace up their sleeve. Of course, that ace is Ravenna, where Julius Caesar, in 49 BC, gathered his troops for the march on Rome and  
 

Ravenna in the middle of 1st century BC with the first port at the mouth of the river Bedesis (today Ronco; running in two 

branches north and across the castrum) where, in 49 BC, Julius Caesar gathered his forces before crossing the Rubicon to 

march on Rome. [Photo by Gunnar Heinsohn in CLASSIS Ravenna – Museo della Città e del Territorio.] 

 
 

where the local historian, Agnellus (805-846 AD; manuscript from 1413), wrote the history of his city in the 9th century AD. Now 

let's see if Ravenna's stratigraphy shows settlement layers for the centuries that are missing in Rome, Milan and countless other sites. 
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Ravenna. Hauptstadt des spätantiken Abendlandes (RAVENNA. CAPITAL OF THE OCCIDENT IN LATE ANTIQUITY)! Thus 

Friedrich Wilhelm Deichmann (1909-1993) calls his seminal work on the city, which is located in the Emilia-Romagna region of 

Northern Italy. In three volumes (divided into six books), it was published between 1969 and 1989. Deichmann’s title has little to do 

with the fact that Ravenna, which is west of Asia Minor, lies indeed at the center of Roman civilization. It has a lot to do with the 

fact that during his lifetime Theodor Mommsen (1817-1903) did not publish the fourth volume of his Roman history, which was 

awaited worldwide, because he could not decide what the Roman capital was between 300 and 600 AD. After all, Diocletian (284-

305 AD) visited Rome only once. Even Constantine the Great is on record for just two visits (Barnes 1982, 49-87). The need for a 

capital for the 300-600 period continues to this day. Its assumed existence in Ravenna is especially comforting for territories whose 

scholars cannot show any settlement strata for these 300 years. This includes Poland, where some excavation sites show that even 

700 years are missing between the 230s and 930s. The settlements dated between the 700s and 930s and those dated between 1 and 

the 230s are, however, presented as a continuum (with the painful hiatus in between), although they are never stratigraphically super-

imposed. Also, they have similar ceramics and Roman coins from the 2nd century in common (for details see Heinsohn 2018c). 

 

Evidence from Scandinavia is just as meager. Prior to the Viking settlements from the 700s onwards, the Danish town of Gudme is 

the most prominent site dated to Late Antiquity. However, Gudme is believed to lack settlement strata for the 1st and 2nd century 

although Gudme’s late antique strata contain nothing that would rule out a 1st/2nd century date. In that case, why is Gudme dated 

between the 3rd and 6th century?  Because scholars wanted to finally have a late antique city and some coins seemed to justify the 

longed-for date. A hoard found in the center of the site, Gudme III, contains coins from Constantius II [337-361] (Kromann 1988). 

Coins, or rather their dates, are regarded as a particularly accurate and therefore “scientific” dating instrument. The dates of the 

excavated coins are simply looked up in catalogues, and are not determined by material analyses. Explaining catalogue dates is not 

part of the archaeologists' work. Instead of questioning coin dates, archaeologists take them for granted. That’s part of the 

chronological dogma. A typical dating reads for example as 1st to 4th century AD. A closer look reveals that the settlement strata only 

extend to the Severans (230s AD). If one asks for the justification for another 100 years, coins from tetrarchs (like Diocletian) to the 

Constantius of the 350s AD are referred to. Nobody asks if he has already found layers for the “3rd/4th century” in the time before 230 

AD. The example of Rome, where mausoleums from the time before 50 AD are carved into the walls of Maxentius (306-313 AD), 

does not inspire anyone (see above). 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1909
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993
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Ravenna in the 1st/2nd century AD whose residential quarters and public buildings are mysteriously missing for the later 

2nd and early 3rd century AD [https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_harbors_and_fleets_Augustus-Severus.png] 

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_harbors_and_fleets_Augustus-Severus.png
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However, another coin find at Gudme, the Praestemosen Hoard, contains Roman coins from 64-217 AD (Madsen/Michaelsen 1998). 

These coins from Nero to the Severan emperors are just perfect for Imperial Antiquity, but not suitable for dating a town to the as- 

 

Coins found together in the leather purse of Childeric (457/58-481 AD) indicate the simultaneity of Roman emperors that are artificially 

divided between Imperial Antiquity and Late Antiquity. Dates in the table show, if known, years of coin issue (after Quast 2015, pp. 178 f.).  

Via coins of Constantius II Gudme was dated not to the 1st c. of Nero but to Late Antiquity. 

  

 

sumed-to-be-following period of Late Antiquity. Unsurprisingly, a late antique town for Scandinavia's chronology is desperately 

sought. This is why one happily chooses the coin dates of Gudme III with the catalogue date of Constantius II. Suddenly, there is 

now a late antique period for Scandinavia. A Ravenna ennobled as "Capital of Late Antiquity" must also ennoble the wise decision 

to bestow Gudme and Scandinavia with serious history for that period, too. Therefore, Scandinavian scholars will defend Ravenna 

as the heart of Late Antiquity” just as passionately as their Polish colleagues. Only bad luck remains for the Praestemosen Hoard. It 

is lying around in the landscape at a time when there are no settlements and no people who could have buried it. Or are there? 
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Denmark’s Gudme is seen as archaeological proof of the existence of a Late Antiquity period in Scandinavia. LEFT: Geographic location. 

CENTER: Gudme III hoard with Constantius II 4th c. coins [https://en.natmus.dk/historical-knowledge/denmark/prehistoric-period-until-1050-

ad/the-late-iron-age/gudme-gold-gods-and-people/]. RIGHT: The wooden posts of two halls (47 x 10m for the larger) at Gudme 

[http://vikingekult.natmus.dk/en/foerkristne-kultpladser/noeglepladserne/gudme/]. 

   
 

Although coins cannot be dated scientifically, thanks to strokes of luck they are sometimes found not only in a stratum that could be 

either from Imperial or from Late Antiquity, but are even found in the same purse. An example is the purse that was found in 

Childerich's grave, on his lap. As in the two hoards from Gudme, the Childerich coins come from Imperial Antiquity and Late 

Antiquity at the same time. Childerich’s purse also contains pieces by Constantius II, after whom Gudme was dated into the 4th 

century. But there are also pieces from Nero to the Severan emperors, which were likewise found in Gudme, but which were not used 

for dating the town. Could CONSTANTIUS II have been a border-emperor of NERO, like Constantine was for Tiberius, and 

Diocletian for Octavian Augustus (Heinsohn 2019a)? The imperial dress of the Nero period is anyway hardly distinguishable from 

the garb of Constantius II period though they were not only separated by some 300 years but also by the devastation of the Third 

Century Crisis (230s-280s AD)  

 

We recall that a firm belief in Constantius's II date from a coin catalogue produced one of the most bizarre historical duplications in 

world history (Heinsohn 2018b, 54). It concerns the Roman annihilation of the Jewish state in the 1st and 2nd centuries, which is said 

 

https://en.natmus.dk/historical-knowledge/denmark/prehistoric-period-until-1050-ad/the-late-iron-age/gudme-gold-gods-and-people/
https://en.natmus.dk/historical-knowledge/denmark/prehistoric-period-until-1050-ad/the-late-iron-age/gudme-gold-gods-and-people/
http://vikingekult.natmus.dk/en/foerkristne-kultpladser/noeglepladserne/gudme/
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Enigmatic re-appearance of imperial posture and ceremonial dress of the 1st century during the 4th century AD. 

Nero (54-68 AD)with pteruges (stiff 

lappets to protect shoulders and 

belly below muscular armor), 

adorned with civic crown by 

Agrippina.[http://divinehonours.co

m/ image_03b.html.] 

Roman warrior with ridge helmet, 

and pteruges; Gemma Augustea, 

(19x23cm), 

early 1st century AD. 
[wtfarthistory.com/post/ 2171441 

2903/masterpiece-in-focus-gemma-augustea.] 

Roman warrior with ridge 

helmet, and pteruges; Galerius 

Arch; Thessaloniki, 

early 4th century AD. 
[commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/ 

File:07Thessaloniki_Galerius5.jpg.] 

Constantine II [337-340 AD] (with 

civic crown, and pteruges). Coins 

of his brother Constantius II (337-

361) are used to date Gudme. 
[https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EONy

H7PUcAEsDyk.jpg.] 

    

 

to have taken place again in the 4th and 5th centuries, the first time with, the second time without, stratigraphy. The errors in the 

historiography of Scandinavia and Israel can, thus, be overcome in one go. For Scandinavia this means that the Viking settlements 

of the Early Middle Ages (700s-930s AD), under which layers for Imperial Antiquity and Late Antiquity (i.e., 1-700 AD) are missing, 

http://wtfarthistory.com/post/21714412903/masterpiece-in-focus-gemma-augustea
http://wtfarthistory.com/post/21714412903/masterpiece-in-focus-gemma-augustea
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EONyH7PUcAEsDyk.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EONyH7PUcAEsDyk.jpg
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belong to the same period as Gudme, where Imperial Antiquity and Early Middle Ages are missing. In the total period of 1-930s AD 

there are therefore only about 230 years with settlement layers. Gudme and Viking settlements thus enter – after the Tenth Century 
 

 
 

Collapse (Heinsohn 2017) – together into the High Middle Ages of the 10th/11th century (see already Heinsohn 2015b). The Kishle 

stratigraphy (the longest in Israel) is confirmed for Jerusalem. After Imperial Antiquity, the High Middle Ages immediately follow, 

while Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages are missing (see Heinsohn 2019b, pp. 5/8). 
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The simultaneity of Imperial and Late Antiquity coins will help us to understand Ravenna. Zeno (474-491) is a patron and opponent 

of Theodoric (471-526), the Gothic ruler of Ravenna and Italy. But does Zeno also fit into the time of Caracalla (Augustus 198-217; 

Caesar already in 215)? At first that sounds strange, if not ludicrous. In the end, the issue must be decided by the logic of stratigraphy. 

The author is locked in the shackles of stratigraphy. If a city is to have, let us say, 100 years of history, the author holds that the city 

must have at least some archaeological remains for a few apartments, latrines and fireplaces. He does not have the freedom of 

mainstream scholars – with all the colorful traditions of their discipline – , who simply claim 1000 years for the 1st millennium and 

do not have to worry about stratigraphy. He also envies dissidents who, although they give the 1st millennium only 703 years (Illig 

2002) or 768 (Larsson/Larsson 2020; drawing on Heinsohn 2011), also don't try to substantiate their centuries with settlement layers. 

The author has asked (and continues to ask) the three schools to show super-imposed settlement layers for their 1000, 768 or 703 

years. There were some 5,000 Roman cities and towns (out of 30,000 sites in total; http://www.archatlas.org/Trade/Trade.php). The three schools 

do not have to prove their year-number for the 1st millennium in 10 percent of those sites. That would be 500. Even one percent is 

not required. That would be 50. A tenth of a percent would be 5 sites. But even those are not required. A single one would do. 

 

The author has begged leading dendro-chronologists to present identical tree ring sequences covering 1000 or 768 first millennium 

years for just two (not 200 or even 20) cities side by side from timber found inside them. They claim to see such continuous rings for 

768 or 1000 years in their forests, which is why only short individual pieces are required for the cities. But nobody is able to take the 

sequence of 1000 or 768 rings out of the forest and show matching ones for at least the most important cities like Rome, Athens, 

Constantinople, Ephesus or Jerusalem. As an outsider, the author, however, cannot help but insist on the reproducibility of scholarly 

evidence. Nevertheless, the author at least has a strong suspicion why nobody wants to show the 1000 or 768 rings obtained from the 

timber of super-imposed buildings from Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity, and the Early Middle Ages. Such a city would first have 

to be found. Before one gets frightened about their non-existence, it is certainly safer to stay in the forest. 

 

We have to ask now if Ravenna can be this city. Therefore we start with a juxtaposition of its history known from written sources 

with its stratigraphy that has so far been brought to light by archaeologists. The periods in grey (230s-400/440 and 560s-10th c.) have 

no archaeology. The two light green periods (130s-240s and 400/440s-560s) are part of a “palimpsest” (Valentina Manzelli 2000), 

i.e. the “later” period shares urbanism down to the bricks with the “earlier” period.  
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HISTORY VERSUS STRATIGRAPHY IN RAVENNA’S 1st MILLENNIUM AD 
[Agnellus 2004, Augenti 2007; Cirelli 2008;2019; Deliyannis 2010;  Gillet 2003; Manzelli 2000; McHugh 2017; Nelson 2016.] 

 

TIMELINE SELECTED PERSONALITIES AND EVENTS IN RAVENNA’S HISTORY ARCHAEOLOGY  

10th/11th c. Primitive wooden structures upon COLLAPSED royal palace; poor tiny churches; COAST MOVED SEVERAL KM AWAY.  

870 AD Saracenes sack Sant’Apollinare in Classe that is still located right on the Adriatic coast. No new residential  

9th c. AD Agnellus (805-846), local author of Ravenna’s history. Hungarians invade Italy in 9th/10th century. buildings. The  

800, 801 AD Charlemagne’s Franks rule Ravenna. Bishop Martin (810-818) corresponds with Louis the Pious. “So-called Theodoric-  

8th c. AD Paul the Deacon (720-799) calls Ravenna “noblest of cities”. Lombards are ruled by Franks. Palace” is built in  

727-728 AD Lombards take Ravenna after a two year operation. early 6th and/or early  

580-581 AD Lombards take Ravenna after a two year operation.                       GRAVES ON DOMUS TAPPETI. 3rd century style.  

Up to 560s Ravenna + Classis are no longer silted up but located on the Adriatic coast. COLLAPSE after 560s. Residential and  

552 AD Totila is defeated by Justinian employing Lombards and Gothic Heruli. Franks attack in 553 AD. public buildings  

530s-550s 
AD 

Totila (father’s name unknown; issues coins in the name of Anastasius) conquers Italy with 
Ravenna but is defeated by Byzantium’s Justinian and his Germanic allies. 

use 2nd/3rd city with 2nd/3rd 
century brick stamps as 

 

491-493 AD After a two year siege, Byzantium’s ally Theodoric conquers Ravenna, and assassinates Odoacer. “PALIMPSEST”.  

470s-490s 
AD 

Odoacer (with his son Thela who is made Caesar by Anastasius) conquers and controls Italy, makes 
Ravenna his capital until he is defeated by Byzantium’s ally Theodoric. 

Trajan’s water system was 
unchanged but finally 

 

440s AD “Mausoleum of Galla Placidia” has earliest but most developed mosaics. Goths and Huns in Italy. repaired after 400 years.   

402 AD Honorius flees Milan and makes Ravenna a sedes imperii, an imperial capital. No new buildings, no   

379-395 AD Theodosius’s (+Galla Placidia’s) palace must have been the same as Theodoric’s + Amalasuintha’s. There is no other! repairs of Trajan’s   

312 AD Constantine the Great takes Ravenna during his march on Rome against Maxentius.  aqueduct. No inscriptions,   

306-307 AD Valerius Severus, emperor of the Western Empire, fled from Rome to take residence in Ravenna. No navy burials after .  

304 AD Diocletian celebrates his 9th consulship in Ravenna whose port had silted up from 300 to 400 AD.  250s AD because of a mys-  

238 AD Pupienus leaves Ravenna for Rome where he is made emperor but assassinated in the same year. terious COLLAPSE.  

193-226 AD Using the fleet Septimius Severus takes Byzantium where his Augustaion houses Justinian’s column. 
Alexander Severus (222-235) makes Maevius Honoratius, chief of the fleet, praefectus of Egypt.  

City with its brick stamps 
of 130s-240s serves as  

 

190s ff. Goth-like Quadi settle and revolt in Ravenna. Lombards invade Roman Pannonia. “PALIMPSEST” -  

160s/170s 
AD 

In the plague-ridden time of Marcus Aurelius, Goth-like Quadi and proto-Hunnic Iazyges invade 
Italy. They resemble Goths and Huns invading Italy in the 450s with the former settling in Ravenna, 

for the city of the  
400s to 560s AD. 

 

Up to 120 AD Trajan builds 70 km aqueduct to reduce Ravenna’s dependence on rivers and wells. Classis arsenals and docks  

68-69 AD Vitello loses the civil war by losing the Ravenna fleet to Vespasian (3 km along Fossa Augusta   

35-12 BC Octavian Augustus establishes Ravenna's harbor, Classis, for the 2nd largest navy of the empire 
(capacity up to 240 ships in the late 2nd century). It is located right on the Adriatic coast. 

to Ravenna) are the same 
as in 5th/6th century. 

 

49 BC Julius Caesar gathers his forces at Ravenna before crossing the Rubicon to march on Rome.   

3rd c.-89 BC Ravenna has 3rd c. BC walls, is connected to Via Aemilia (187 BC); is part of the Roman Republic (89 BC).   
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The archaeological blank periods in Ravenna's stratigraphy find their equivalent in the city’s historiography by Andrea Agnellus (ca. 

800-850), a cleric from Ravenna. Already the tradition of his Liber pontificalis ecclesiae Ravennatis/LPR (Book of pontiffs of the 

church of Ravenna) shows some 570 blank years between the book’s completion and its first tangible manuscript: 
 

Source history of the Liber pontificalis ecclesiae Ravennatis/LPR by Andrea Agnellus (tentatively c. 805-846 AD) [extract of Deliyannis 2010, 5-9]. 

Around 840 AD 840s – 1260s AD 1260s-1413 AD 1413 AD 1708 AD 

Completion of the 

LPR. The original is 

100 percent lost. 

For 420 years, LPR is never 

mentioned. All presumed copies 

of LPR for these four centuries 

have completely vanished. 

For another 150 years, all presumed 

copies of LPR have completely 

vanished. Two authors of the 13th c. 

mention it. 

After 570 years, the 1st 

manuscript of the LPR 

appears in Modena 

(Codex Estensis ). 

First printed version 

of the LPR of 1413 

(Cod. Estensis) by 

Benedetto Bacchini. 
 

Agnellus writes the history of Ravenna for the periods we now call Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages, dating 

from 1 to the 930s AD. He himself does not know this division and length of time. For him there is only one single period. Saint 

Apollinaris (conventionally blossoming around 75 AD) is sent by Saint Peter to found the church of Ravenna. That is a time which 

we declare as 1st century AD. But Agnellus has no idea that he himself does not live until 800 years later. It is inconceivable to him 

that for the venerated Apollinaris, the first church is not consecrated in Ravenna until half a millennium after the saint’s death 

(Sant’Apollinare in Classe in 549 AD). He would probably have considered such an chronological idea pure madness and, moreover, 

an unforgivable blasphemy, for the "walls, palaces, and other secular monuments were just as important a part of the antique fabric 

as the churches , and continued to be important into the ninth century" of Agnellus himself (Deliyannis 2010, 297). 

 

Agnellus (2004, 103 f.) names Vespasian (69-79 AD) as the emperor of the martyrdom of St. Peter. Afterwards, however, to the 

astonishment of modern researchers, it is not until the 5th century that Agnellus reports anything about the events that appear in 

modern history books. Agnellus did not live to see the catastrophic extinction of Ravenna, in which the city was cut off from the sea 

forever. He sees his 9th century as more or less contemporary with the archaeologically provable events of the 5th/6th century.  

Between Vespasian and Agnellus this time span yields perhaps 130 years, which would result in approximately the following 

substantiable length for the First Millennium: 
 

8th century (700-800 AD ff.) 

770s (=70s) AD for Vespasian and S. Apollinaris. 
9th/10th century (800-930s AD) 

History up to Agnel.lus plus a few years. 
930s AD 

Catastrophic end of Ravenna and Roman civilization. 
 

Let us now see how this stratigraphy-based chronological tightening and the resulting historical enrichment can be supported. 
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II Ravenna’s assumed first collapse in the 3rd century, later followed by the collapses of the 6th and 10th century 
 

Thoughtful archaeologists of Ravenna, e.g. Andrea Ugenti, are not happy about the overconfidence with which most research is 

focused on Late Antiquity because that is what the city is famous for. He wants to finally overcome the “Late Antiquity bias” 

(pregiudizio tardoantico) to find out more about Ravenna's buildings before the 3rd century AD (Ugenti (2008, 95). But he wants to 

adhere to scientific principles, i.e. remain sceptical if written sources do not mention 2nd century buildings until 300 or even 700 years 

later. The dating of these sources, however, follows textbook chronology, which is blindly obeyed and whose structure is not 

investigated. 
 

Dates of the first mentions (prima menzione) of public buildings and temples of Ravenna’s Imperial Antiquity (1st-3rd c.), 

that makes it difficult for modern researchers to verify their authenticity. Within the first millennium, 2nd century buildings 

may be first mentioned in sources of the 2nd c. (Imperial Antiquity), or the 6th c. (Late Antiquity), or the 9th  c. (Early Middle 

Ages). If, however, we understand that the three periods run in parallel (during the 8th – 10th c.) and not in sequence, 

scholarly confusion can be overcome. [Tables from Ugenti 2008, 97/98.] 

  
 

Although it is precisely Ravenna's stratigraphy that would allow an archaeological examination and revision of this chronology, 

scholars limit themselves to wondering in amazement that so many centuries remain unverifiable. Thus, the fact that buildings from 

2nd c. Imperial Antiquity, like the amphitheatre or the Capitolium on the city’s forum, are only mentioned in the 9th century  
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Ravenna at the beginning of the 2nd c. AD after the construction of Trajan’s [98-117 AD] aqueduct (c. 35 km starting in 

Meldola; 110s AD). The main port, Classis/Classe, founded after the 30s BC by Octavian, is located further south. The location and very 

existence of the circus is controversial. The amphitheatre, too, is questioned. It may have been built of wood (Cirelli 2008, 38). 
[Photo by G. Heinsohn in CLASSIS Ravenna – Museo della Città e del Territorio.] 

 
 

does not lead to doubts about the 700 years in between, but to doubts about the buildings themselves. It is believed that the least well-

informed person must be the one who is the most centuries away from the object described. Nobody can imagine that an author from 

the 9th century is contemporary with an object from the 2nd century, which stratigraphically belongs to that very 9th century. If, on the 
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other hand, Ravenna's stratigraphy were to become a benchmark of a substantiable chronology, findings for the 2nd and 9th centuries 

would prove to be different information pertaining to the same period. This would require, however, to acknowledge the stratigraphic 

contemporaneity of the 2nd and the 9th century. Such a recognition of the situation in the ground is so far regarded as unacceptable  

 

Nevertheless, there are indeed mere fantasy buildings. These include, for example, a Hercules temple from a 16th century source, 

which Vincenzo Coronelli imagined as a small pantheon à la Rome. The fantasy probably originated from a reinterpretation of the  
 

Vincente Coronelli’s imagination (1706) of Ravenna’s ruined 

amphitheatre whose existence is questioned because sources 

do not mention it before the 9th century [Manzelli 2001, 66]. 

Statue and temple of Hercules in Ravenna as fantasized by 

Vincente Coronelli (1706) from a 16th century source 
[Manzelli 2001, 70]. 

  
 

Hercules Basilica, which is nevertheless also questioned, as it is not mentioned before the 6th century, but is supposed to have 

belonged to the 2nd century of Hadrian (117-138 AD). Nevertheless, the attempts of 17th and 18th century artists to reconstruct 

Ravenna's long passed location by the sea from the old sources, remain quite impressive. 
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Attempts by 18th century artist to reconstruct Ravenna's location by the sea during the 1st century BC/AD on the basis of ancient texts by 

Strabo (64 BC-24 AD), Suetonius (69-c. 122 AD) et al. (left: Francesco Ginanni 1779; right: Vincenze Coronelli 1706) [Quilici/Quilici-Gigli 1997, 175 /177] 

 

 

 

 

Notwithstanding the researchers’ neglect of Ravenna's Imperial Antiquity, there is, in Classe, evidence for streets, sewers, factories, 

and lower class residential quarters (Maioli 2005, 49). Major buildings of Ravenna and Classe were implanted on the remains of re- 
 
 

Stratigraphy of Ravenna buildings from Imperial Antiquity to Late Antiquity  [Deliyannis 2010, 117); Cirelli 2008, 41-48; Augenti 2008, 103-105]  

VIA D’AZEGLIO houses 

Begun in 5th/6th century AD 

S. ANDREA MAGGIORE 

Begun in 6th century AD 
SAN VITALE 

Begun in 6th century AD 

SANTA CROCE 

Begun in 5th century AD* 

SAN SEVERO IN CLASSE 

Begun in 6th century AD 

Unclear duration of 

abandonment 

Unclear duration of 

abandonment 

Unclear duration of 

abandonment 

Unclear duration of 

abandonment 

Unclear duration of abandonment 

(if at all) 

Built upon small houses  

begun in 2nd century BC 

Built upon domus  

begun in 1st century BC 

Built on suburban villa 

begun in 1st century AD 

Built on suburban villa  

begun in 2nd  century AD 

Built on suburban villa (Hadrian time) 

from early 2nd  century AD  

*If Gallia Placidia (she commissioned Santa Croce) is an alter ego of Amalasuintha it would be 6th century (see chapter IV below). 
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sidential buildings erected before 200 AD. No one can say how much time has elapsed between the two periods. If someone were to 

claim that all "late antique" buildings were erected and blossomed between the 180/190s and 230/240s AD, it would not be easy to 

refute such a claim stratigraphically. 

 

But such a chronological solution would solve many problems. The plague involving the Antonine Fires of the 160s to 190s 

(Merrifield 1983, 143 ff.), with the burning of Rome's State Archives (tabularium) during the Commodan Fire in 192 AD, was a 

watershed. Wars raged. People who did not die from the plagues died by the swords of invading tribes. Quite a few domus of Ravenna 

were ruined, too (Cirelli 2008, 52). Many property owners perished and ever more buildings fell into disrepair. Cities became smaller. 

To protect the best maintained areas, new walls were quickly constructed with spolia from the deserted quarters (well documented 

for Ephesus [Heinsohn 2016, 5f.]). In Rome, the Severan period (190s ff.) “consisted of massive reparation work” (Bukowiecki/Wulf-

Rheidt 2015) The city’s relative loss of power – due to the loss of her archives and the defeats suffered by her armies – had to be 

compensated for by the rise of countless local Caesars. Known as “barracks-emperors”, many of these local rulers were later placed 

chronologically after the events and, thus, had to let plague and Gothic wars take place once again (in the 203s to 250s AD), with 

additional fictitious repetitions taking place in Late Antiquity. In the minds of survivors, the ancient gods had failed, but the 

apocalyptic books of the Bible had been proven right. Spontaneous conversions to the various Judaism-derived sects quickly increased 

throughout the empire. To no avail, Rome’s sacrificial altars were kept burning day and night in hopes of reinvigorating the pagan 

deities (Fündling 2008, 97). 

 

This wave of conversions to Christianity caused even a Marcus Aurelius – himself later succumbing to the plague – to react with 

persecutions. Yet, it is still not understood why no churches were built for the countless new Christian believers. After all, the 210s 

and 230s AD are an excellent time for church building, because Elagbal (218-222 AD) is not a persecutor. Christian elements form 

part of the education of Alexander Severus (Dal Covolo 1987; 1999). He acts as an emperor of tolerance. In Ravenna, on the other 

hand, the cause of the “late antique” wave of church construction is not understood, either. It is known, however, that Marcus Aurelius 

had to accept Goth-like Quadi as settlers around Ravenna (Cassius Dio LXXI, 11). No one knows what happened to them. The 

mystery of the Quadic traceless disappearance can be overcome if Ravenna's new Gothic buildings and churches are erected from 

the 210s onwards, i.e. during the later Severan period and not centuries later. 



22 

 

Also, the two famous riddles of Christianity now become resolvable: (1) It is the only high religion that seemingly does without 

separate houses of worship for 300 years. (2) When Christianity finally starts building temples from the 4th century on, Christian 

architects follow the style of basilicas that were constructed in the 1st century, a style that had been outdated for 300 years. The 

following overview summarizes many other mysteries concerning the origin of Christianity, which may find a solution by replacing  
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textbook chronology with a stratigraphy-based chronology. If information from the three periods is freed from its 700-year textbook 

mistake, i.e. if the three periods are parallelized according to stratigraphy, the enigmas quickly disappear. 

 

The foundation for Ravenna's flowering are the civil and military ports, the latter big enough for 240 ships (Jordanes, Getica XXIX, 

150). Pliny the Elder (23-79 AD) praises the lighthouse, which rivals the famous Pharos of Alexandria (Natural History, 36, 18). 

However, what is considered strange is that – after all port activities ceased around 300 AD – it is still being celebrated by mosaics  

 

Port of Classis/Classe (founded around 27 BC by Octavian Augustus). It was home of the Imperial Fleet. During the time 

of the Severan emperors (190s-230s AD), that fleet, according to Cassius Dio (155-235 AD), was as large as 240 ships 

[Jordanes, Getica XXIX, 150]. Mosaic in the Basilica of Sant‘Apollonare Nuove (dated around 500 AD). 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classe,_ancient_port_of_Ravenna#/media/File:Harbor_of_Classe_mosaic_-_Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_-_Ravenna_2016.jpg] 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classe,_ancient_port_of_Ravenna#/media/File:Harbor_of_Classe_mosaic_-_Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_-_Ravenna_2016.jpg
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supposedly created in the 5th/6th century. Even Agnellus in the 9th century knows the lighthouse, although the city had 

supposedly fallen into ruins in the late 6th century, when primitive wooden huts were built in the wreckage of Theodoric’s 

Palace. Ravenna seems to repeat the miracle of Alexandria, where the magnificent Pharos, despite the collapse of both 

Western and Eastern Rome, did not collapse until around the 950s AD (Thretheway 2019, 20). 

 

No other Roman port has provided more evidence about the personnel of the Roman navy than 1st to 3rd century Ravenna. About 590 

names are known from inscriptions, mostly on gravestones (Frassinetti 2005). Even job titles like fabri (carpenters), pausari (rowers), 

or vexilliferi (flag bearers) are reported. Up to 10,000 persons were employed on land and at sea by the imperial fleet (Bollini 2005). 

 

But suddenly something incomprehensible happened. Around 250 AD at the latest, life in Ravenna stops so profoundly that there are 

not even graves for the people who look after the fleet, and thus secure the life of the city. This is incomprehensible because the city's 

greatest flowering is supposed to actually begin towards the end of the 3rd century. Only at the end of the 1st century BC and at the 

beginning of the 1st century AD did Ravenna experience a similar upswing. Now, in the year 297 AD under Diocletian (284-305 

AD), a very similar prosperity is supposed to take place again. Until then, Ravenna rules only Flaminia. Now she becomes sovereign 

over Flaminia et Picenum.  

 

Everything seemed to be progressing splendidly. In 304 AD, Diocletian celebrated his 9th consulship in Ravenna. But there seems to 

be neither living nor dead in the city: “Inscriptions with names of members of the navy disappear from Ravenna’s cemeteries after 

the mid-third century. / After Diocletian’s reign and the rest of the fourth century, there is almost no recorded activity of imperial or 

any other activity in Ravenna” (Deliyannis 2010, 36). And even after this collapse, there will never be gravestones for the sailors of 

the fleet again, although the great battles on land and at sea for power over the city are only supposed to reach their peak between the 

470s and 550s AD. 

 

Not only do Ravenna's missing graves make it impossible to determine who could have fought these battles, it is believed that the 

port itself “had been drying out and filling with silt” (Deliyannis 2010, 37). And yet, in the 5th century, everything is supposed to 

work perfectly again: Gaio Sollio Sidonio Apollinare [430-486 AD] describes Ravenna around 467 AD as a “the city affected by a 
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branch derived from the Po, which surrounded and protected the walls and which was divided into canals that crossed the inhabited 

area facilitating trade (Ep., I, 5, 5); the same urban landscape already in Roman times characterized the city” (Farioli Campanati 

1998). 

 

LEFT: Port buildings in Classe (1st/2nd century AD). A port during 400-600 AD can only have existed if the same 1st/2nd buildings were still in 

use, although the port is said to have been filled with silt from 300 and 400 AD [https://www.sitiarcheologiciditalia.it/en/port-of-classe-ravenna/]. 
RIGHT: Location of the ancient port of Classis (upper left) in relation to walls and important monuments of the city of 

Classis (detected under the fields by magnetic prospecting). [Augenti/Boschi 2013, 14.] 

  
 

No one knows how this miracle of immutability could have been accomplished. It becomes even more complicated because the 

harbor buildings of the 1st/2nd century excavated in Classe must have been used from 400 to 600 AD, as well, because there are no 

new buildings of the 5th/6th century on top of the ruins from the 1st/2nd century ruins. 

 

https://www.sitiarcheologiciditalia.it/en/port-of-classe-ravenna/
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We have seen, however, that San Severo in Classe, dated in the 6th century, continues to use a villa wall from the time of Hadrian 

(117-138 AD). This brings us back to the crisis period of the 160s to 190s AD under Marcus Aurelius and Commodus, after which 

churches are urgently needed due to the mass conversions. 

 

So if the supposed Late Antiquity in Ravenna, Classe and the rest of the world falls into the late period of Imperial Antiquity 

(180s/190s to 230s AD), the bizarre loss of the port due to its disappearance half a century before Diocletian still has to be explained. 

Undoubtedly the port disappears under soil soon after 900 AD and then right up to today. So we are talking about the first and the 

last of the supposed three collapses of Ravenna between the 230s and 930s AD, when neither apartments nor latrines were built in 

Rome. Diocletian and his successors – such as Constantine the Great, Constantius II etc. (see chapter I above) – then belong to 

Ravenna's upswing of the early 1st century, which so amazingly resembles their own from the supposed early 4th century. Their 

upswing by no means remains without a trace, but is identical with the great period of the 1st century, which they organize as border 

emperors. They do this from their own capitals so that the Roman homeland is not once again worn down by civil wars à la 88 to 31 

BC (strictly within the framework of textbook chronology, Elton [2018] has a good feeling for the obligations of Rome’s border 

emperors). 
 

Diocletian no longer needs to be considered demented for doing everything in exactly the same way as Octavian Augustus 300 years 

before him. He is not a mad general who, in order to imitate Augustus, sends his troops into battle with weapons that are 300 years 

out of date. Instead, he belongs in the 1st century AD (stratigraphically the 8th century; see in detail Heinsohn 2019b). 
 

The simultaneity of the early 1st and early 4th centuries is also demonstrated, for example, by Rome’s praefectus urbi, Seianus (with 

his own coin issue; Syme 1956), from the time of Emperor Tiberius (14-37 AD). After 14 AD he served as praefectus of the Praetorian 

Guard. In 26 AD, Tiberius retires to Capri. Seianus becomes praefectus of the empire’s capital. Five years later, in 31 AD, he becomes 

consul, but is overthrown in the same year. Seianus resembles Caeionius (Gaius Caeionius Rufius Volusianus), known only from 

texts (courtesy Jan Beaufort). In 309 AD, he serves as praefectus of the Praetorian Guard. He is subordinate to Emperor Maxentius 

(306-312 AD) whose supposedly 4th century mausoleum’s perimeter wall is cut into by small mausoleums of the early 1st century AD 

(see chapter I above). In 310 AD, Caeionius is praefectus of Rome and, one year later, also praefectus of the city. Soon he is consul, 

too. But there are no coins issued by Caeionius. 
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After Maxentius’s defeat against Constantine in the battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 AD, Caeionius temporarily loses all offices. 

However, the parallels do not end there. In 21 AD, Seianus orders an uncle, Junius Blaesius, to put down a rebellion in Africa. In 306 

AD, Caeionis also put down a rebellion in Africa. Just as Ravenna does not even have graves during the 4th century, so too are newly 

built residential quarters and latrines missing in Africa at this time. Thus, Caoeonius and Seianus are one and the same person in the 

time of Tiberius, Maxentius and Constantine.  
 

In passing, the 1st century as the time of Constantine and Maxentius also solves the greatest mystery in the already enigmatic history 

of Christian church building. It is still not understood why the terrain of St. Vartan Chapel in Jerusalem's Holy Sepulchre is only used 

until the 1st century AD (Corbo 1982, I, 112 f.; Fiamminghi 2019, 105), although it was not built until Constantine's assumed 4th 

century. The problem is solved with Maxentius and Constantine in the 1st century. At the same time, it becomes clear why 

Constantine's precisely hewn Meleke blocks are indistinguishable from the Herodian ones 300 of the 1st century. 
 

 SEIANUS (20 BC – 31 AD) CAEONIUS (early 4th century) 

 

Hard 

evidence 

> Blossoming 1st century Rome 

> Issues coins 

> Small mausoleums of Seianus’s time (contemporary of  

   Tiberius [14-37 AD]) cut into the perimeter wall of the 

   grand mausoleum of Maxentius from Caeonius’s time. 

> No new residential quarters, latrines etc. in Rome 

> No coins 

> The perimeter wall of the grand mausoleum of Caeonius’s ma- 

   ster Maxentius (306-312 AD; nemesis of Constantine the Great  

   [306-337 AD]) is cut by small mausoleums from Seianus’s time. 

 

Events 

> Praefectus of the Praetorian Guard 

> Praefectus urbi 

> Promotion to consul followed by the loss of consulship 

> Suppression of a rebellion in Africa 

> Praefectus of the Praetorian Guard 

> Praefectus urbi 

> Promotion to consul followed by the loss of consulship 

> Suppression of a rebellion in Africa 
 

We will see, in chapter IV, that the fate of Ravenna’s port is repeated by the residential quarters in Ravenna proper. Houses supposedly 

inhabited in the 5th/6th century are indistinguishable from houses of the 2nd /3rd century. But first, the reader’s inevitable question must 

be answered: how can the length of Ravenna's Late Antiquity fit into the much shorter time of the Severan reign during Imperial 

Antiquity? 
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III Artificial extensions of Late Antiquity’s chronology through the multiple use of identical historical sequences 
 

How can Ravenna's Late Antiquity, with buildings between the 440s and 540s, fit into the period from the 180s/190s to the 230s? If 

Ravenna's late antique history is twice as long as the period assigned to it, then the solution proposed here may be wrong, or Ravenna's 

history may have been artificially lengthened. Understandably, the author chooses the second solution. However, he does not do so 

without reason. This shall be shown for two sequences. (1) The Gothic Wars of the 470s-490s and 530s to 550s, and (2) the father-

daughter successions Theodosius>Galla Placidia (378-440s AD) and Theodoric>Amalasuintha (combined rule 476-535 AD). 

 

(1) Let us begin with the Italian Gothic Wars, both of which were accompanied by a plague and which used comparable personnel in 

comparable battles. The wars of the 470s to the 490s have been handed down in worse detail than the wars of the 530s to the 550s. 

This has always been surprising, because the first war brought the downfall of the western Roman Empire in 476 AD and historical 

information should have been handed down in many details. The second war is better documented from text sources, but falls into a 

period that must make do without settlement layers in reliably recorded long stratigraphy. In Alexandria (Kom el Dikka) in Egypt, 

for example, to the astonishment of the excavators, the period from Justinian to Heraclius (527-641 CE) was without archaeological 

layers (Majcherek 2015, 43 f.). The same situation occurred in ancient Dyrrachium-Durrës/Albania (Hoti et al. 2008; for the 

stratigraphy of both sites see Heinsohn 2019c, 17/18). 
 

Wars of THELA (son of Otach-Re/Odoacer [453?-493]) during the 470s-490s AD compared to 

wars of To-TILA/Ba-DUILA (ruled 542-552; father not known) in the 530s-550s AD. 
THELA, in 491 AD, is made Caesar by Anastasius (491-518 AD). TOTILA (542-552) issues coins in the name of Anastasius (491-518 AD). 

490s ff. After THELA’S battles Rome is repaired by Theodoric, After TOTILA’S battles repairs of Rome are not known.  

492 AD THELA loses his empire to Goths under Theodoricat that 

are loyal to Byzantium 

TOTILA loses his empire to Goths (leader’s name unknown) 

fighting for Byzantium. 

552 AD 

490 AD THELA and Odoacer lose battles of Verona and at the 

river Adda (some 110 km from Verona by road). 

TOTILA loses against Narses, arriving from Verona, at Tadinum 

(improbable 450 km from Verona by road). 

552 AD 

481 AD THELA and Odoacer conquer Dalmatia. TOTILA conquers Dalmatia. 535 AD 

477 AD THELA and Odoacer conquer Sicily. TOTILA conquers Sicily taken by Belisar in 535 AD. 550 AD 

476 AD THELA and Odoacer take Rome. TOTILA takes Rome (again in 550 AD). 546 AD 
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Assumed borders of Empire of THELA (with father 

Odoacer) ending 490s AD. 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odoacer#/media/File:Odoacer_480ad.jpg.] 

Assumed borders of Empire of TOTILA (father not known) 

ending 550s AD. 
[http://euro-synergies.hautetfort.com/archive/2014/07/28/totila-king-of-the-goths.html.] 

  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odoacer#/media/File:Odoacer_480ad.jpg
http://euro-synergies.hautetfort.com/archive/2014/07/28/totila-king-of-the-goths.html
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The main figure of the second war, Totila (542-552 AD), is a well-known hero in German-speaking cultures. Thela as the main young 

hero of the first war, however, is barely remembered, although he is promoted to Caesar by Emperor Anastasius (491-518 AD). We 

don't know Thela's date of birth. His father, Ocoacer, is dated 433-493 [murdered by Theoderic in Ravenna]. So Thela could have 

been born in the early 450s AD). Hardly anythings else is known about him. Totila, on the other hand, issues his own coins as King 

of Rome in Rome’s mint. We do not have such coins from Thela whose father, after all, made Rome a Germanic capital. 

 

Silver coin of Totila/Baduila in the name of Anastasius (491-518 AD): 
D N ANASTASIVS P A / D N/BADV/ILA/RIX. 

[https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details/ 
collection_image_gallery.aspx?assetId=874715001&objectId=3292624&partId=1.] 

Decanummi of ToTILA/BaDUELA minted in Rome: 

DN BADVELA REX / DN B-ADV-ILA-REX. 
[https://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces152008.html.] 

  
 

Totila, hero of the secon war, surprises posterity by the fact that he could also have been promoted to Caesar by Anastasius, because 

he issues coins in the name of that very emperor. This looks like a miracle, because Anastasius has been dead (518 AD) already a 

quarter of a centruy before Totila's accession to power (542 AD). However, if we are not dealing with two different Italian wars, but 

with two different narratives about the same war, we can do without miracles in this segment of Ravenna’s history. 

 

The biggest mystery in Ravenna's monetary history is the lack of coins for Theodoric and his daughter Amalasuintha. Although 

Theodoric possesses a gold treasure of about 20 tons (Wolfram 2003, 483), he leaves behind only a single gold medallion.  

https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details/%20collection_image_gallery.aspx?assetId=874715001&objectId=3292624&partId=1
https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details/%20collection_image_gallery.aspx?assetId=874715001&objectId=3292624&partId=1
https://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces152008.html
https://www.icollector.com/Roman-Emp-The-Ostrogoths-Baduila-Quarter-siliqua-491-518-AR-0-75g_i9776881
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FLAVIUS THEODOSIUS I (c. 347/379-395 AD). 
[Ernesti 1998; Cormac et al. 2008; Williams/Friell 1995.]  

FLAVIUS THEODORIC (c. 454/493-526 AD). 
[Arnold et al. 2016; Gillet 2003; Wolfram 2001.]  

FLAVIUS THEODOSIUS I coins are difficult to distingu-

ish from Theodisius II (408-550) coins. Frontal portrait coins 

(right) are attributed to lawgiver Theodosius II but resemble 

lawgiver Theodoric’s medaillon portrait. Profile views are 

attributed to Theodosius I. Beyond frontal or profile portraits, 

there are no distinctions between the Theodosius coins.  

FLAVIUS THEODORICUS leaves no portrait coins, just 

one medaillon (right) though he owns the Ostrogothic gold 

treasure (20 tons) and has his own mint in Ravenna. Like 

ToTILA (50 years after him), he uses coins of Anastasius. If 

the frontal portrait coins of Theodosius “II” are coins of 

Theodosius “I”, too, they may be Theodoric’s missing coins.  
THEDOSIUS I has a Hormisdas as his man for the East (Thessaloniki and 

Egypt). THEODOSIUS II has a Hormisdas in charge of the East, too. Both 

are candidates for having paid for a tower in Byzantium’s Theodosian wall. 

THEODERIC has a Hormisdas as his envoy to the East (Byzantium). He is 

ruled out as the Hormisdas with a tower in the Theodosian wall (begun by 

2nd/3rd c. Septimius Severus) for chronological reasons (‘too late’). 

THEODOSIUS I visits Rome only once (no material traces found).. THEODORIC visits Rome only once (brick stamps on Palatine + in walls). 

THEODOSIUS I must have had a place to reside in Ravenna. The structure 

started in the 4th century lacks a dining room (triclinum). 

THEODORIC’s Ravenna palace should be the one used by THEODOSIUS 

and Galla Placidia, to which Theodoric added a triclinum. 

THEODOSIUS I issues coins with his own portrait at Milan. THEODORIC issues coins in the name of Anastasius at Milan but coins with 

his own portrait are missing. 

THEODOSIUS I resides at Milan. THEODORIC rules Milan whose envoys beg him to restore order. 

THEODOSIUS I bears the title Augustus. He is shown with a Gothic guard 

(Byzantium obelisk; silver dish) that would rather fit a Goth like Theodoric. 

THEODORIC bears the title Augustus, repairs the walls of Rome that hon-ors 

him with a gilded statue, but modern researchers reject his imperial title. 

THEODOSIUS I is responsible for massacre in Thessaloniki. THEODORIC attacks Thessaloniki. 

THEODOSIUS I, though son in law of Justina, a fanatic Arianist, via her 

daughter Galla, supports Trinitarianism and restrains his Arianists. 

THEODORIC, though an Arianist, guarantees Trinitarianism, i.e. does not 

allow to expand Arianism at the cost of Trinitarism. 

THEODOSIUS I resides in Macedonia’s metropolis Stobi at the city’s cost. THEODORIC conquers Stobi and plunges it into poverty. 

THEODOSIUS I is magister militium and Commander of Moesia. THEODORIC is magister militium and Commander of Moesia. 

THEODOSIUS I becomes master of Ravenna after a legendary Raben-

Schlacht (Battle of Ravenna). 

THEODORIC becomes master of Ravenna after a Raben-Schlacht (Battle of 

Ravenna). 

THEODOSIUS I is the first to settle Goths in the Roman Empire.  THEODORIC is the first to settle Goths in Italy.  

THEODOSIUS I employs Goths in war against other Goths. . THEODORIC employs Goths in war against other Goths.. 

ALARIC (“I”), an Amalung in charge of Spain, plunders Rome, helps 

Theodosius, has ally named Theodoric. 

ALARIC (“II”), an Amalung in charge pf Spain, helps Theodoricus taking 

Rome from Odoacer. 

Alaric’s brother in law, Ataulf, an Amalung in charge of Spain, marries 

THEODOSIUS’S younger daughter, GALLA/AELIA PLACIDIA. 

THEODORIC forces his youngest daughter, AMALASUINTHA, to marry a 

Visigothic Amalung from Spain, by the possible name of Eutharic. 



32 

 

Although Theodoric is called IMPERATOR (ILS 827; Moorhead 1992, 39 ff.) and, like Theodosius, holds the imperial VICTORIA 

ON THE GLOBE in his hand, modern authors deny his imperial title and position (exception Arnold 2014). 
 

Solidus of THEODOSIUS “II” ( Hormisdas, his man for the East, is possibly the sponsor of a 

tower in the Theodosian Wall). AD 403-408; mint of Constantinople (CONOB). 

Inscriptions: D N THEODO_SIVS P F AVG / CONCORDI_A AVGG. 

[https://www.beastcoins.com/RomanImperial/X/TheodosiusII/TheodosiusII.htm.] 

Medallion (triple solidus) of THEODORIC. 

Hormisdas, his man for the East, is exclu-

ded for chronological reason as sponsor of a 

tower in the Theodosian Wall. AD 491/501. 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/ 

media/File:Teodorico_re_dei_Goti_(493-526).png.] 

  
 

For Theodoric's daughter, Amalasuintha, there is not even a medallion. This richest lady in the history of Ravenna leaves nothing of 

any value. On the other hand, nothing is known about a gold treasure of their predecessors as rulers of Ravenna, Theodosius I (c. 

347/379-395 AD) and Galla Placidia (c. 390 to 440s AD). But their gold coins are amply documented. Beyond the gold, however, 

the two ruler sequences amaze with so many parallels that it would be too easy to dismiss them as mere coincidences. A selection of 

the similarities is listed in the two tables above and below. 

https://www.beastcoins.com/RomanImperial/X/TheodosiusII/TheodosiusII.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/ media/File:Teodorico_re_dei_Goti_(493-526).png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/ media/File:Teodorico_re_dei_Goti_(493-526).png
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GALLA PLACIDIA  
(c. 390 to 440s AD) in Ravenna’s 4th /5th century AD. 

[Sivan 2011; Salisbury 2015.] 

AMALASUINTHA 
(c. 495 to 535 AD) in Ravenna’s 5th /6th century AD. 

[Lensky 2003; Vitiello 2018; Wolfram 2001.] 

Alaric’s brother in law, Ataulf, an Amalung in charge of Spain, marries 

THEODOSIUS’S younger daughter, GALLA (also AELIA) PLACIDIA. 

THEODORIC forces his youngest daughter, AMALASUINTHA, to marry a 

Visigothic Amalung from Spain, by the name of Eutharic. 

GALLA PLACIDIA had received a classical education including Greek.  AMALASUINTHA had received a classical philosophical education, and 

was fluent in Gothic, Latin, and Greek. 

GALLA PLACIDIA was, at  Ravenna, regent to her only son, 

Valentinian (III).  

AMALASUINTHA was, at Ravenna, regent to her only son, Athalaric, 

However, she is neither mentioned on coins or in laws. 

GALLA PLACIDIA issued laws. AMALASUINTHA’s laws were never found. 

GALLA PLACIDIA issued medaillons and gold coins carrying her name and 

portrait. 
AMALASUINTHA held the Ostrogoths’ gold treasure of 20,000 kilograms, 

but left neither coins nor medallions. 

GALLA PLACIDIA, about whose wealth nothing is known, leaves 

behind in Ravenna mighty churches with the most beautiful mosaics. 

AMALSUINTHA, despite her enormous wealth, leaves no buildings in 

Ravenna. 

GALLA PLACIDIA made her brother, Honorius, her consort and co-

ruler.  

AMALASUINTHA made her cousin, Theodehad, her consort and co-ruler. 

GALLA PLACIDIA fled Ravenna for exile in Constantinople. AMALASUINTHA tried to flee (with the Gothic gold treasure) from 

Ravenna to Constantinople. 

The cause of the death of GALLA  PLACIDIA is not known. The cause of the death of AMALASUINTHA was assassination. 

GALLA PLACIDIA was not buried in Ravenna’s so-called Mausoleum of 

Galla Placidia. The small building was originally connected to the church 

(Santa Croce) of the palace of THEODOSIUS that was also the palace of 

THEODORIC. 

It is not known where AMALASUINTHA was buried. The mosaics of the 

so-called Mausoleum of Galla Placidia are hardly distinguishable from the 

mosaics of THEODORIC’S time. Though supposedly a century younger, 

they represent the highest, i.e., latest evolution of that style. 

 

Again, we can assume that we are dealing with two narratives about the same events, which were connected chronologically one after 

the other. After all, almost all of the lost original sources are only known through copies that have been modified again and again, 

until fixed editions were first published in the 16th century of the Renaissance. Galla and Amalasuintha can be Latin and Germanic 

names for the same woman. One of the sources that presents them as different persons are the Variae of Cassiodor (485-585 AD). 

However, the Variae are unknown until at least the 12th century. Until then they are never cited. A first original from the 10th century 

is only assumed. Not one line of it has survived. Not a single line of the intermediate copies over 200 years, which are also only assu- 
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Assumed but today oftenly rejected portrait of  

GALLA/AELIA PLACIDIA (c. 390 to 440s AD). 
[https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galla_Placidia#/media/File:Aelia_Galla_Placidia.jpg.] 

Assumed portrait statue of  

AMALASUNTHA (c. 495 to 535 AD). 
[http://www.kleio.org/de/geschichte/mittelalter/frueh-hochmittelalter/bedeutende-koniginnen/amalasuntha/.] 

  

 

med, has survived either. Nobody knows who composed this text from which components and with which chronological ideas of 

before and after during the first millennium AD. A first printed edition does not appear before 1533 (O’Donnell 1979, XXXIV).  

 

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galla_Placidia#/media/File:Aelia_Galla_Placidia.jpg
http://www.kleio.org/de/geschichte/mittelalter/frueh-hochmittelalter/bedeutende-koniginnen/amalasuntha/
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Medallion (left) and coin (right) of GALLA/AELIA PLACIDIA). There are no medals and coins for AMALASUINTHA 

though she held the Ostrogoths’ gold treasure of 20 tons (Wolfram 2001, 336). [https://www.shutterstock.com/editorial/image-

editorial/art-coins-medals-various-5850762am;  https://www.pngkey.com/detail/u2r5a9u2t4t4r5e6_galla-placidia-gold-coins-of-chandragupta/.] 

  
 

Agnellus's Liber on the pontiffs of Ravenna (LPR), which was written in the 840s, but only becomes tangible after an unknown 

number of modifications in the Codex Estensis of 1413, is familiar with Galla Placidia (Agnellus 2004, 124) and Theodoric, but 

knows nothing about the Theodosiusses or Amalasuintha. On the other hand, Agnellus sees Galla Placidia, who is thought to have 

died around 450 AD, buried in San Vitale. This is rejected by modern research as a " chronological impossibility" (Agnellus 2004, 

70 and chapter 42). San Vitale is, after all, only begun in 526 AD. For Amalasuintha, who died around 535 AD, this would have fit 

https://www.shutterstock.com/editorial/image-editorial/art-coins-medals-various-5850762am
https://www.shutterstock.com/editorial/image-editorial/art-coins-medals-various-5850762am
https://www.pngkey.com/detail/u2r5a9u2t4t4r5e6_galla-placidia-gold-coins-of-chandragupta/
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very well. At some point in the half millennium with manipulations of the original texts that can no longer be counted or reconstructed, 

two names of one person have become two persons with different names placed one behind the other. The resulting absurdities, such 

as gold-studded monarchs with their own mints but no coins, can only be revealed by today's archaeologists, about whom nobody 

worried in the Middle Ages. 

 

If splendid Galla and gold-studded Amalasuintha (with treasure and mint right by the palace) are alter egos of each other, they stand 

at the end and not at the beginning of the late segment of Ravenna’s history, with hard evidence. We finally understand why the 

buildings assigned to Galla have the most sophisticated ceiling mosaics. Thus, Ravenna by no means experiences an artistic decline 

from Galla to Amalasuintha, but rather reaches with the latter a climax that one can expect from the richest woman in the history of 

the city. 

 

The mosaics in Ravenna’s so-called Mausoleum of Galla Placidia (c. 440s AD) are considered the earliest ceiling mosaics in the city, 

although they represent the highest artistic stage that Amalasuintha, with her tons of gold, could afforded easily. [Photos G. Heinsohn.] 

  
 

If one compares the Theodosiusses (no brick stamps for the 70 years of their history) with Theodoric, then there is ample hard 

evidence, such as brick stamps on the Palatine and the walls of Rome (Bukowiecki/Wulf-Rheidt 2015¸ Erdkamp et al 2015, 154 

Pfeiffer et al. 1905), and inscribed lead water pipes in Ravenna, only for Theodoric. A scraped-out inscription on Rome's Coliseum 
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is attributed to Theodosius II on the basis of a partially still legible invictissimus. Theodoric explicitly calls himself invictissimus on 

the back of his medallion (Hauck 1970, 92). So he undoubtedly paid for urban development. He had his own mint, the moneta aurea, 

in Ravenna, too (Augenti 2005, 23-31). The fact that Theodoric alone remains without coins, although for him alone an enormous 

treasure of gold is proven by sources, looks decidedly bizarre.  
 

Lead pipes from Theodoric’s palace in Ravenna (500s AD): 

D(OMINUS) N(OSTER) REX THEODORICUS CIVITATI REDDIDIT. [Photos G. Heinsohn.] 

  
 

Ravenna's building history from the 440s to the 540s can therefore be significantly reduced. The peak years of Theodoric from 493 

AD to 526 AD and for Amalasuintha up to 535 AD add up to a solid 40 years with hard evidence, which are also calculated for the 

Severan emperors (190s-230s AD). The demonstration of a double use of the same story finally explains why even today there is a 

dispute about which events belong to Anastasius and which to Justinian. Totila belongs indisputably to Justinian (see more in chapter 

VI below). Just as undisputedly he issues coins in the name of Anastasius. Today there are about fifty modern states in the territory 

of the Imperium Romanum. They have simultaneously half a hundred ‘Augusti’ and many times more ‘Caesares’. A city can be the 

capital of the whole nation and a province at the same time. All this is indisputable, It was the same in Imperial Antiquity. Only the 

historiography after 1000 AD with its belief in '1,000' years since Christ has to put contemporary figures in sequence in order to fill 

that ‘millennium’. This must lead to confusing solutions and ‘eternal’ riddles (in more detail on the original definition of a time frame 

of 1-1000 AD, into which the historians later insert their materials (see Heinsohn 2018c, 53 f.).  
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IV Why do 5th/6th c. Ostrogothic elites continue to live in Roman-style elite houses of the 2nd/3rd c. Severan period? 
 

In Ravenna-Classe, lower-class apartments in the harbor area of the 1st century AD were excavated. Since this date does not prove 

the great importance of the town in the 5th/6th century, a small miracle has to be created. This miracle consists of a boldly postulated 

durability for apartments that last for more than half a millennium. With this move, one elegantly bridges the centuries, of which, as 

shown, Andrea Agnellus has not yet known anything (see above, Chapter I). 
 

In Ravenna proper, where the upper class is concentrated, one imagines to be on firmer ground. A magnificent find from 1993 appears 

to supports this view. The aristocratic Domus dei Tappeti di Pietra (Domus of the Stone Carpets) is one of the most important  

 

LEFT: Standardized 1st/2nd century Roman domus (city mansion). [https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/91057223699970657/.]  

RIGHT: Reconstruction of a section of the DOMUS DEI TAPPETI DI PIETRA in Ravenna (Domus of Stone Carpets; bedrooms are 

upstairs). The shapes of windows and doors are speculation. It is dated to the 5th/6th century but built like a lavish 2nd century city 

mansion (domus) with 700 m2 of mosaics in 2nd century style. [https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/.] 

  
 

https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/91057223699970657/
https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/
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Italian archaeological sites discovered in recent decades. Located inside the eighteenth-century Church of Santa Eufemia, in a vast 

underground environment located about 3 meters below street level, it consists of 14 rooms paved with polychrome mosaics and 

marble belonging to a private building of the fifth-sixth century. The discovery is put in the spotlight as a great success for the ‘Capital 

of Late Antiquity’: “Between the 4th and 8th centuries disappear around a third of Italian urban centers of Roman tradition. […] 

Romagna, the region of Ravenna, lives in a period of economical increase and its expansion and enrichment enables vast new 

investments in its territory” (Cirelli 2014). 

 

Beneath the villa there are earlier structures that have been dated to the 4th and not to the 1st century. The intention is to finally prove 

the transition between Imperial Antiquity (1st-3rd century) and Late Antiquity (4th-6th century), which has been so painfully missing. 

However, this dating does not change the difficulty. Mosaics of the 5th/6th century of the 5th/6th century villa resemble mosaics of the 

1st and 2nd centuries that have been excavated all over the Roman Empire. The Tappeti domus, at almost 700 m2, is a small palace  
 

LEFT: 2nd century Solomon’s knot mosaic in Domus dell’Orta 

glia (Brescia). [http://staff.matapp.unimib.it/~marina/CDMM/Matemilano/SIMMETRIA/sim6/mosaico2.htm.] 

RIGHT: 99 AD Solomon’s knot mosaic from Roman villa (85 x 85 

m) in North Leigh Oxfordshire/England [https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/] 

5th/6th century Solomon’s knot mosaics in Domus dei Tappeti di 

Pietra (Ravenna) 
[https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/; 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_-

_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg] 

    

http://staff.matapp.unimib.it/~marina/CDMM/Matemilano/SIMMETRIA/sim6/mosaico2.htm
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/
https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_-_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg%5d
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_-_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg%5d
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and therefore a magnificent find, but it is not dated to the 5th/6th century to obey stratigraphy and art-history, but out of loyalty to 

chronology. One finally wants to see flesh on Late Antiquity’s embarrassingly naked skeleton. In reality, “the elites in Ostrogothic 

cities continued to live in Roman-style elite houses“ (Arnold 2016, 249) of the 2nd/3rd century AD. 

 

1st century abstract peacock feather mosaic 

from Pompeii (column). 
[https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/57491332718138013/.] 

2nd century peacock feather mosaic from 

Thysdrus (El Djem, Tunesien). 
[https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/561753753495833107/.] 

5th/6th century abstract peacock feather mosaic 

from Ravenna’s Domus dei Tappeti di Pietra. 
[https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/]. 

   

https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/57491332718138013/
https://www.ravennantica.it/en/domus-dei-tappeti-di-pietra-ra/
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Sharp-witted scholars, like Bente Kiilerich, are well aware that “it is impossible to define a specific late antique palatial architecture” 

(Kiilerich 2015, 48). They also know that mosaics do not advance from Imperial Antiquity to Late Antiquity because they contain 

Christian motifs. Late antique (4th c.) “motifs at Piazza Armerina have parallels elsewhere. The kissing couple, for instance, is 

ubiquitous in Pompeian wall paintings. Similarly, putti fish from near identical boats in the mosaic floor of the South Church at 

Aquileia, 308-319. The only difference is that the meaning has become Christian by the insertion of the story of Jonah and the whale” 

(Kiilerich 2015, 47).  

 

Floor mosaic from Sabratha’s “Bath by the Sea” (Severan period 

Libya; 2nd/3rd century AD). 
[https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seawards_bath_Mosaic_Sabratha.JPG.] 

Floor mosaic from Ravenna’s Domus dei Tappeti di Pietra  

(5th/6th century AD). [https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_- 

_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg.] 

  

 

The popular motif of drinking doves from Ravenna does not become 300 years younger than, e.g., a comparable albeit even more 

refined motif from Hadrian’s pagan villa in Tivoli (130s AD) because it is set in a Christian context. Also the decoration of Ravenna 

5th c. Orthodox chapel “is conceived in the antique Western tradition [of Imperial Antiquity; GH), the vela and the architectural 

structures below being faintly reminiscent of ancient wall paintings” (Kiilerich 2015, 168). 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seawards_bath_Mosaic_Sabratha.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_-%20_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domus_dei_tappeti_di_pietra_-%20_particolare_del_tappeto_della_Danza_delle_quattro_stagioni.jpg
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2nd century AD drinking doves mosaic (Tivoli; Hadrian Villa 

(130s AD). [https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_showing_ 

doves_drinkingfrom_a_bowl,_from_Hadrian%27s_villa,_2nd_century_AD,_ 

probably_a_copy_of _Sosus%27s_work_ %282nd_century_ 

BC%29,_Musei_Capitolini,_Rome_%2814389996686%29.jpg]. 

5th century AD drinkig dove mosaic (Ravenna; so-called Galla 

Placidia Mausoleum Chapel). 
[https://i.pinimg.com/originals/aa/65/85/aa65856f29ec800b402d9d8c27c14604.jpg.] 

  

 

Even expert opinion, which precisely identifies the artistic match between Imperial Antiquity and Late Antiquity, never leads to any 

doubt about the chronology. Instead, crude explanations are resorted to. This time no miracle is invoked, but 300 years of laziness by 

the artists is exposed as the culprit for the stand-still of cultural evolution. Added to this excuse is the alleged stinginess of the 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_showing_%20doves_drinkingfrom_a_bowl,_from_Hadrian%27s_villa,_2nd_century_AD,_%20probably_a_copy_of%20_Sosus%27s_work_%20%282nd_century_%20BC%29,_Musei_Capitolini,_Rome_%2814389996686%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_showing_%20doves_drinkingfrom_a_bowl,_from_Hadrian%27s_villa,_2nd_century_AD,_%20probably_a_copy_of%20_Sosus%27s_work_%20%282nd_century_%20BC%29,_Musei_Capitolini,_Rome_%2814389996686%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_showing_%20doves_drinkingfrom_a_bowl,_from_Hadrian%27s_villa,_2nd_century_AD,_%20probably_a_copy_of%20_Sosus%27s_work_%20%282nd_century_%20BC%29,_Musei_Capitolini,_Rome_%2814389996686%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_showing_%20doves_drinkingfrom_a_bowl,_from_Hadrian%27s_villa,_2nd_century_AD,_%20probably_a_copy_of%20_Sosus%27s_work_%20%282nd_century_%20BC%29,_Musei_Capitolini,_Rome_%2814389996686%29.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/aa/65/85/aa65856f29ec800b402d9d8c27c14604.jpg
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builders.  Thus, late antique artists supposedly stick with “generic” patterns, “run-of-the-mill” designs and duplicates from the good 

old “copybook” (Kiilerich 2015, 6 / 52 / 181). 

Pattern books do indeed exist and copied designs, of course, can be found in floor and wall decorations. Every era has fashions that 

are catered to by construction companies across decades and borders. But here the fashion – in each case after devastating crises – is 

always the same in the 2nd, 5th and 9th century. However, this alone is not highly unlikely. But it is not alone. It also remains 

incomprehensible why something supposedly so durable and desirable simply disappears in the 930s AD. Suddenly, and moreover 

primitively, the evolutionary process starts all over again. A lack of ambition on the part of artists cannot explain the similarities 

between the styles of 200, 500 or even 900 AD. The explanatory weakness of today's scientists, however, results from the fact that 

they do not write history of art but try to justify an erroneous chronology against the plainly visible artistic evidence. Of course, they 

do not do this in bad faith but, especially the most gifted, would be ashamed to know that they are sacrificing their precious insights 

to an incomprehensible dogma. 

The grandmasters of late antique art history such as Jewish scholars Ernst Kitzinger (1912-2003) and Kurt Weitzmann (1904-1993), 

who were banished from Germany, have always seen that art from the 4th century AD onwards directly continues Hellenistic art up 

to 1 BC. To characterize the continuity antique features in late antique Art, Kitzinger coined the proverbial term “perennial Hellenism” 

(Kitzinger 1963, 95 ff.). He “linked the basis of Eastern Roman Empire’s artistic tradition with Hellenistic roots” (Hoşgör 2016, 18). 

 

Sixty years ago this was an impressive insight. But it has never produced intellectual consequences. On the contrary, today this 

formula paralyses reflection. One finds something and proudly proclaims with an experts’s face, aha, perennial Hellenism again. One 

can simply interrupt the evolution for 300 years, but one must always explain this anew to the next generation. You don't understand 

this? Oh heavens, everybody knows that, that's Kitzinger's famous perennial Hellenism. So much more can be done with it, for 

example freeing history from bizarre concepts. One of them, however, is also quite ingenious. It's the idea of Imperial Antiquity’s 

Ravenna  as a palimpsest under the Ravenna of Late Antiquity. 
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V Why are Ravenna's monuments of the 5th/6th century constructed like a palimpsest with bricks of the 2nd/3rd century? 
 

In the year 2000, a baroque city from the year 1700, not entirely intact but abandoned by humans, is found by foreign newcomers. 

They decide to inhabit this city, though they are going to demolish its most beautiful buildings. Even the vital walls are pulled down. 

The resulting vulnerability of the place is compensated for by trust in God. All this is done because 300 years earlier the city had 

been inhabited by people of a now reprehensible religion. 

 

Afterwards, with building material now lying around in abundance, a new city with a new wall is built. It is decided to recreate the 

city in the 300 year old baroque style that had just been destroyed. After all, one has nothing against the style, but despises the 

reprehensible religion that had been cultivated in it. For the new city, the floor plans as well as wall and ceiling decorations of 1700 

are faithfully imitated, although they have been out of fashion for 300 years. But many of the religious symbols undergo a clear 

change. Suggestions from individual new citizens to change only the symbols but leave the well-preserved buildings standing are not 

successful. 

 

Such an idea could help us understand the revival of the extinct 2nd /3rd century Ravenna during the 5th/6th century. We recall that 

even the port, the city's livelihood, seems to have dried up around 300 AD. In the 5th/6th century, however, the port is again available 

in its former abundance of water. Why would such an idea fit Ravenna? Because the excavators are finding lots of evidence to support 

it: 

“Ravenna’s walls and churches were usually built of reused brick. Scholars disagree over whether the use of these spolia was 

symbolic (triumph over Roman paganism, for example) or whether their use simply had to do with the availability and expense 

of materials. In other words, was their use meaningful, or practical, or both? Did it demonstrate the power of the emperors to 

control construction of preexisting buildings, or the power of the church to demolish them? Or, by the time Ravenna’s buildings 

were constructed, were Roman spolia simply considered de rigeur for impressive public buildings. / One striking feature to all 

these [5th century; GH] buildings is that, like the city walls they were made of bricks that had been reused  from earlier [2nd/3rd 

century; GH] Roman structures […] It was expected that a noble church would be built of spolia” (Deliyannis 2010, 19/61). 
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Some of the old-new bricks can be dated quite precisely: “In the perimeter walls of the late antique building were used bricks of 

various periods, from the Antonines [138/160-192 AD; GH] to the Severans [193-235 AD; GH] (Cirelli 2011, 213).1 On the other  
 

Territorial view of Ravenna (right) and Classis/Classe (front left) in the 5th/6th century AD. Both Trajan's aqueduct and the 

port facilities from the 2nd century AD are well intact again. [Photo by G. Heinsohn in CLASSIS Ravenna – Museo della Città e del Territorio.] 

 
 

 
1 “Nei muri perimetrali dell’edificio tardoantico sono stati impiegati laterizi di vari periodi, dall’età Antonina a quella Severiana.” 
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Hand, brick stamps of the Theodosiusses are missing. At least there are the inscribed lead pipes of Theodoric (Erdkamp et al 2015, 

154 f.; see also chapter IV above). Not, so far, in Ravenna, but in Rome there are even brick stamps by Theodoric. The ordering hand 

of this ruler for the economic life is also shown in his supervision of the weight system. In such an important area, too, there is nothing 

of the Theodosiusses. 

 

To understand the dominance of 300-year-old bricks in the construction of late antique Ravenna, the city of the Antonines [138/160-

192 AD] to the Severans [193-235 AD] has been called a “palimpsest” by Valentina Manzelli (2000, 41). On this basis, “the imperial 

administrators could build an entirely new imperial city, full of relevant public buildings, including churches.” For them Ravenna 

was “a blank slate on which a new Christian capital could be built” (Deliyannis 2010, 48). 

 

A palimpsest is a manuscript page (usually parchment) from which the text has been scraped or washed off so that the page can be 

reused for writing another document. However, faint legible remains of the earlier text may still be readable to the naked eye. 

Ultraviolet light is today’s non-destructive method of choice to read the deleted text.  

 

In a palimpsest the scraped particles of paint are not used to make fresh ink. In Ravenna, on the other hand, the entire late antique 

city of the 5th/6th century, as well as the wall-ring around it, is built by using material from the 2nd/3rd century. The palimpsest analogy 

also suffers from the fact that the builders do not scrape off the visible writing on the stones, i.e. the brick stamps, but continue to use 

the names of pagan brickmakers with no fear whatsoever of desecrating their new anti-pagan home. But this contradicts the idea of 

a city demolished precisely for Christian piety. Nevertheless, the palimpsest metaphor remains an original attempt by historians to 

turn a single historical period into two. If fidelity to chronological dogma were not above all, the palimpsest idea, like Kitzinger’s 

"perennial Hellenism", would be the moment for renewed reflection. 

 

The bricks for the buildings of Ravenna’s 5th/6th century mainly date from the 160s to 230s AD. However, there are no buildings in 

Ravenna for exactly this period, and yet it must have been powerful in these very years. Septimius Severus, great wall builder from 

York to Byzantium,  conquers Byzantium with the imperial fleet from Ravenna in 193 AD (Deliyannis 2010, 36). Alexander Severus 

promotes the commander of Ravenna's Imperial Fleet, Maevius Honoratius, to governor of Egypt in 226 AD (McHugh 2017, n. 69). 
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Ravenna's upswing in the "5th/6th" century is none other than the time of the Severan Emperors, which the city had previously sought 

in vain. It is the time of the reconstruction after the Marcus Aurelius plague crisis with its Antonine Fires that also affects Ravenna  

 

QUARTERS OF RAVENNA 

 

 

Oppidum (since 1st c. AD; time of Claudius 

[41-54 AD]). 

 

 

Regio Domus Augustae (“5th” c. AD 

probably the period up to 160s/180s AD).  

 

 

Regio Caesarum with wall additions{Murus 

Novus} under Goths of 5th/6th c. Late 

Antiquity made of 2nd /3rd century bricks 

[Gelichi 2005]: Manzelli’s “palimpsest” again!  
 

[Christie/Gibson 1988, 162 after Testi Rasponi 1924, 

partially challenged by later excavators.] 

 
 

(Cirelli 2008, 52). Numerous cities of the Empire suffer permanent population declines and downsizing of their urban areas as a 

result. But there are fortunate exceptions. These are cities that gain new populations through the influx of Germanic tribes. Ravenna 

gains so many new inhabitants through the immigration of Goths that it can more than double its area inside the walls (with 2nd/3rd c. 
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bricks; Gelichi 2005) to 166 hectares (Christi/Gibson 1988; 162; Cirelli 2008, 54). The few researchers who do not rule out a 3rd 

century date for Ravenna’s walls (Fabbri 2004), i.e. at the time of the Severan stones used for them, are right. 

 

Textbooks call Christianized Germanic tribes “destroyers of the Empire” during the so-called Migration Period. But the contrary is true. They 

save the Empire one more time, and for almost half a century (180s/190s to 230s/240s). Only after the Severans does the catastrophic 

extinction of Roman civilization take place. The catastrophe hits long-established populations and the Germanic immigrants with 

equal ferocity. The migrations that supposedly destroyed Roman civilization, thus, precede its collapse by nearly half a century. The 

"barbarians" do not destroy Rome, but put the badly shaken ancient world on its feet one last time. The assumed conquest and damage 

of Rome by Alaric "I" from the Theodosius period (beginning of 400s AD) left no traces because this Visigoth is actually Alaric "II", 

who disciplines the city in the time of Theodoric. 

 

Theodoric exemplifies this rescue operation. While he enlarges Ravenna, he simultaneously arranges for repairs in Rome. Only the 

cataclysm, which crushes Ravenna and cuts it off from the sea while, at the same time, burying Rome's Forum under mud (fango),  
 

Theodoric finds from Rome. [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric_bronze_weight_inlaid_with_silver_issued_ 

by_prefect_Catulinus_Rome_493_526.jpg; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric_brick.png.] 
Bronze weight, inlaid with 

silver, in the name of Theodoric, 

issued by prefect Catulinus. 

Brick found in Rome’s Vesta Temple: 

REG(nante) D(omino) N(ostro) THEODE 

RICO [b]O[n]O ROM(a)E = With our master Theodoric the Good reigning in Rome. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric_bronze_weight_inlaid_with_silver_issued_by_prefect_Catulinus_Rome_493_526.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric_bronze_weight_inlaid_with_silver_issued_by_prefect_Catulinus_Rome_493_526.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric_brick.png


49 

 

destroys most of the reconstruction efforts of the "barbarians" forever. Stratigraphically, this final fall does not happen in the 230s, 

of textbook chronology but in the 930s AD. That's why the mud (fango), that drowned Rome, lies directly beneath the 10th century. 
 

ROME’S DEVASTATION IN THE 3rd C. CE IS NOT CAUSE BY GERMANIC TRIBES. The floor of Trajan’s Forum (PIANO 
ANTICO 2nd /3rd c. AD ending with the Severan Dynasty that runs parallel with Barracks-Emperos [190s-230s]) was covered by dark 
FANGO (mud) that sealed Roman Civilization for good. The disaster is here vaguely dated to the 9th/10th c. AD (IX-X SEC.). In the very 
heart of Rome there are no remains for the periods of Late Antiquity (3rd/4th to 6/7th c. AD) and Early Middle Ages (8th to early 10th c. AD). 
Imperial Antiquity is immediately succeeded by the High Middle Ages (BONIFICA) of the 10th c. AD[Bernacchio/Meneghini 2017, fig. 8.]. 

 

https://www.ibs.it/search/?ts=as&query=n.+bernacchio&searchField=Contributors
https://www.ibs.it/search/?ts=as&query=r.+meneghini&searchField=Contributors
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The cataclysm decimates all ethnic groups. Rome plunges from a population of about 600,000 after the Marcus Aurelius plague crisis 

(before that there may have been a million) to perhaps 30,000 to 40,000 (Krautheimer 1987, 257). Since the Germanic tribes were a 

minority in Italy before the collapse, they remain so later, too. Little by little they lose their language and become Italianized. But 

there are still many Germanic and/or Lombard loanwords in Italian (Onesti 2000). The reason why Germans (Ottonians) become 

Roman emperors after 936 AD is also due to the fact that their idiom is still spoken in many Italian cities.  

 

This direct transition from the Germanic tribes to Germans is currently considered unimaginable because the downfall of the Goths 

is dated in the 6th and not the 10th century. The demise of the Lombards dated in the 770s only shortens the time gap without being 

able to eliminate it. The fact that Goths and Lombards are contemporaries and do not form a chronological sequence is evident  
 

Lombard Tempietto del Clitunno (near Spoleto) from the 8th/9th century in 2nd century style and technology. 
[http://www.italialangobardorum.it/eng/sito/campello/tempietto.asp?seza=5&sezb=22&sezc=; http://www.longobardinvetrina.it/it/54/tempietto-sul-clitunno-di-campello-sul-clitunno]. 

  

“The Roman [2nd century; GH] imagery of the Tempietto sul 

Clitunno is overwhelming. As is well known, it was convincing 

enough to lead a critic as acute as Andrea Palladio [1508-1580] 

to rank it among the ancient Roman temples in his ‚Quattro 

Libri dell’Architettura‘. Up until recent times, it was commonly 

believed that, like S. Salvatore, it is either a fourth-fifth century 

structure, or that it is a later Langobard building largely 

composed out of late antique spoils. / But, on the whole, these 

[9th century] patrons and architects of these […] buildings did 

without them [spolia; GH]” (Mitchell 1996, 95 /97).  
 

from the fact that nowhere are Lombard buildings erected on the ruins of Gothic buildings.The Lombards, who invade Italy together 

with the Quadi-Goths under Marcus Aurelius up to the 180s AD, take over Italian cities which, especially in Gothic areas, had suffered 

severe population losses during the plague. Lombards and Goths live – in cooperation or rivalry for the richest sinecures – side by 

side and perish together in the 930s AD. In any case, the Lombards – whether dated to Late Antiquity or to Ravenna’s Early Middle 

Ages – built in the style of Imperial Antiquity of the 2nd/3rd century. Accordingly, scholars have attempted to explain the classically 

constructed Lombard buildings by the use of  Roman spolia from the 2nd century, too. Since this Lombard ‘palimpsest’ has not been 

http://www.italialangobardorum.it/eng/sito/campello/tempietto.asp?seza=5&sezb=22&sezc=
http://www.longobardinvetrina.it/it/54/tempietto-sul-clitunno-di-campello-sul-clitunno
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confirmed either (see illustration above), we are once again faced with a mystery that can only be solved by the simultaneity of 

Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages. 

 

At a palace excavated in Ravenna – usually attributed to Theodoric – we can see how hard it is for archaeologists to make its collapse 

credible as early as the 6th century. This is not only difficult because Andrea Agnellus describes an intact palace with a dining hall 
 

4th century AD, 5th century AD, and 6th century AD (Theodoric stage) of the palace in Ravenna (Augenti 2007). 

 
 

called “Ad Mare” (By the Sea) in the 9th century, and knows nothing about its supposed destruction nearly 300 years earlier (Agnellus 

2004, 71-74; chapter 94). The main problem of the excavators is the massive decline of Ravenna, which they date around 600 AD. 

They must then postulate an empty time until the 9th century, when the city, after a miracle of revival, stands reborn before Andrea 
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Agnellus. Later they require another collapse that destroys Ravenna and cuts it off from the Adriatic Sea, which is now  some 10 km 

away. 

 

History of Ravenna according to chronological dogma (Augenti 2007, 447 f.) versus stratigraphic sequence. 
Textbook chronology Phases Development in textbook history Development according to stratigraphy Stratigraphy 

dates 

850s-10th century AD Hiatus Nothing is known about this period, one 

cannot understand the fall after Agnellus. 

NO HIATUS: Graves within the complex, hastily 

built small wooden structures. 

930s-1000 AD 

6th to 9th century AD  

Hiatus 

If decline is dated 600 AD, there opens a 

hiatus up to 9th c. when Agnellus witnesses a 

miraculously reborn city. 

 

NO HIATUS 

 

--- 

6th or 10th century 

AD 

7 Enigmatic decline, graves, hastily built 

wooden huts. Earth drowns port and city.  

Cataclysmic collapse of Roman Civilization 

(“230s” AD as well as “6th/7th“ c. AD). 

930sAD 

Late 6th century AD 6 Addition of octagonal basin with water 

supply (baptistery?) to the same complex. 

Time of Severan emperors (“190s” ff. AD) with 

Theodoric, Charlemagne, Justinian etc. 

Early 10th 

century AD 

Later 6th century AD 5 Major alterations of the same complex Changes after Marcus-Aurelius plague-crisis with 

conversions to Christianity [“160s-190s” AD). 

Late 9th 

century AD 

Ca. 460-520 AD 4 Addition of three-apsed dining hall to the 

same complex (assumed Theodoric time)- 

Prosperity coming with the aqueduct 

of Trajan (“98-117” AD). 

Early 9th 

century AD 

Ca. 400-450 AD 3 Enlargement of the same complex, extension 

of the aula. 

Stability and prosperity after Nero, i.e. under 

Flavians (second half “1st “ c. AD). 

 Late 8th 

century AD 

Late 4th century AD 2 Complex with apsed aula in the style of the 

Stobi palace of Theodosius I (379-395 AD). 

New domus in time of port extension (Classe) 

from Augustus to Claudius (“1st “ c. AD). 

Early 8th 

century AD 

1st – 4th c. AD Hiatus Mysterious gap of up to 370 years. NO HIATUS --- 
2nd c. BC to  

early 1st c. AD 

1 Villa with triclinium/tablinum from the 

Republican period. 

Republican Period (“2nd“ c. BC to “1st“ century 

AD). 

7th century 

AD 

 

We can see that the new residential buildings which are missing in Rome for 700 years are missing in Ravenna, as well. The city, 

therefore, cannot save our textbook chronology. The author deviates from the prevailing doctrine at another point, as well. He sees 

Theodoric not in the palace’s phase 4, but in phase 6, with the octagonal water basin, which is equipped like a baptistery with water 

inlet and outlet. It also matches Theodoric's octagonal baptistery in Ravenna, with the famous baptism of Jesus by St. John. Theodoric  
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BAPTISM OF JESUS  

by John the Baptist.  

 

 

Ceiling mosaic. 

 

 

Octagonal Arian 

baptistery in Ravenna. 

 

Built under Theodoric 

in the early  

6th century AD. 

 
 

(Photo G. Heinsohn.) 

 
 

and Justinian are thus living in the last phase of Late Antiquity, after which the final disaster smashes Ravenna, Rome (smothered by 

a dark shroud of fango) and ancient civilization at the same time. In Imperial Antiquity, this late bloom falls in the time of the Severan 

emperors. Let us now see how well the two groups of rulers are compatible. 
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VI Why is Justinian (520s-560s AD), who cooperated with Severan emperors (190s-230s AD), dated more than 300 years later? 
 

After the year 235 AD, there will never again be a Roman emperor represented by as many sculptures and coin portraits as Alexander 

Severus (222-235 AD). The young man, born in 208 AD, builds Rome's last aqueduct. The 22.4 km long Aqua Alexandrina, com- 
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pleted in 226 AD, carried water from Pantano Borghese to the Thermae Alexandrinae (former Therma Neronis) on the Campus 

Martius. With Gordianus Pius Felix Augustus (220s AD ff.), he repairs Rome's Colosseum. Elagabal (218-22), predecessor of 

Alexander, is the last emperor to reside on the Palatine. Julia Domna (ca. 160-217 AD), great aunt of Alexander, is the last empress 

to be buried in Hadrian's mausoleum. On Rome's newly built or repaired monuments up to the 230's follow the modest little houses 

from the 10th century. They are often placed in bunker-like circular structures such as theatres, rotundas, amphitheatres and circus 

stadia, which are used as fortress walls. Alexander is the last emperor to build throughout the empire, erecting statues and issuing 

coins in an almost endless variety. Most famous are his technically advanced mega-fountains, which also serve as water distributors 

(nymphaeums). The most sophisticated one is found in Rome (625 m2, 20 m high, 4,000m3; 226 AD), super-imposed on an Augustean 

structure of the early 1st century AD. But not all will be completed before disaster hits. 
 

Nympaeum of Alexander Severus in Rome (226 AD). LEFT: Reconstruction (19th c.). CENTER: Still covered by mud 
(fango) in 16th c. (Étienne du Pérac; 1525-1604). Right: Situation today. [http://wikimapia.org/6114186/Nymphaeum-of-Alexander-Severus-Mario-
s-Trophies;https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ninfeo_di_Alessandro#/media/File:Duperac_trofei.jpg; http://okoguide.com/object.php?id_prod=6949&id_lang=2&id_city=4&id_cat=13.] 

   
 

Like the Aqua Alexandrina, the Nymphaeum poses a riddle because it, too, was the last one ever built in the supposedly eternal city. 

None of the emperors who reigned in Rome from 235 to 476 AD could bring himself to further develop Rome’s hydraulic architecture. 

The Severans have been working uninterruptedly since Septimius (193-211) to restore the countless monuments devastated by the 

http://wikimapia.org/6114186/Nymphaeum-of-Alexander-Severus-Mario-s-Trophies
http://wikimapia.org/6114186/Nymphaeum-of-Alexander-Severus-Mario-s-Trophies
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ninfeo_di_Alessandro#/media/File:Duperac_trofei.jpg
http://okoguide.com/object.php?id_prod=6949&id_lang=2&id_city=4&id_cat=13


56 

 

Antonine Fires "which occurred in 192 shortly before Commodus' assassination" (Gorrie 2007, 6). It is "Severus' attention to the 

areas damaged by the Commodan fire" (Gorrie 2007, 6), which Alexander Severus diligently continues until he perishes.  

 

If we ask who organized the last new buildings and repairs in Byzantium, we find Justinian. His own city, Justiniania Prima, crowned 

by the first Acropolis with solely Christian buildings, was still unfinished when it was suddenly flattened, not by men but by a natural 

catastrophe.  
 

LEFT: Reconstruction of the Christian acropolis of JUSTINIANIA PRIMA (Caricin Grad/Serbia; 6th century AD). 

RIGHT: Excavated foundations of the ruined site. [https://www.behance.net/gallery/6959341/JUSTINIANA-PRIMA-3D-Scientific-Film-Prj-

2011; https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/557742735087438127/.] 

  
 

But what do the Severans and Justinian have in common? Isn't it a problem that they live more than 300 years apart? It is indeed a 

formidable problem. Not for the Severans and Justinian, however, but for modern researchers who know the similarities between the 

two, but who, out of obedience to our ill-defined chronology, are not allowed to regard them as contemporaries. After all, Justinian, 

in his famus Digest, which he declares to be absolutely up-to-date, only mentions legal experts who lived at least 300 years before 

https://www.behance.net/gallery/6959341/JUSTINIANA-PRIMA-3D-Scientific-Film-Prj-2011
https://www.behance.net/gallery/6959341/JUSTINIANA-PRIMA-3D-Scientific-Film-Prj-2011
https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/557742735087438127/


57 

 

him. No one has ever been able to resolve this dilemma. It’s “fact that between the writing of the classical works, mostly before about 

AD 230, and the compilation of the Digest in the AD 530s three centuries intervened. / Most reworking in AD 250-310 of texts [are] 

dating mostly before about AD 230” (Johnston 1999, 21 f.).  

 
 

Just as aqueducts and nymphaeums will never be built again after the 230's, so no quotable legal experts will ever again be educated 

in Rome. Roman civilization comes to an end after the 230s AD, and yet it is said to continue to flourish at least until Ravenna's 

Agnellus in the 9th century. But the Severans and Justinian do not share the legal experts alone. Their epidemics and wars also 

resemble each other like mirror images. 
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Like Rome, the archaeology of Byzantium between 1 and 930 AD shows no construction of dwellings and latrines for 700 years. 

While Rome has these empty years in one block (230s-930s), Byzantium has two blocks of time (1-300, 530s-930s). Just as our 

textbooks date individual large buildings in Rome after the 230s, they date individual large projects in Byzantium before 300 AD. In 

Rome, archaeological evidence shows that buildings (by Maxentius) dated to the 4th century belong in reality to the 1st half of the 1st 

century AD, i.e. they are wrongly dated by about 300 years (see above chapter I and Heinsohn 2018b). In Byzantium, these buildings 

– mostly Severan ones – are correctly dated, but are architecturally similar to buildings dated about 300 years later. 

 

The most important construction for Byzantium is its first recorded aqueduct, which had already been built under Hadrian (117-138 

AD; Mango/Dagron 1995). This is considered a mystery because Byzantium’s actual founder, Constantine the Great (305-337 AD),  
 

Remains of the aqueduct of Hadrian (117-138 AD) in 

Byzantium/Constantinople/Istanbul. 
[https://www.thebyzantinelegacy.com/aqueducts.] 

Current condition of the Basilica Cistern (Yerebatan 

Sarayı), which collects water from Hadrian's aqueduct. 
[https://jakub.zagrajek.pl/the-basilica-cistern-yerebatan-sarayi-sunken-palace-cy/]. 

  

https://www.thebyzantinelegacy.com/aqueducts
https://jakub.zagrajek.pl/the-basilica-cistern-yerebatan-sarayi-sunken-palace-cy/


59 

 

did not expand the city until 200 years later. Since Constantine, with his nemesis Maxentius, archaeologically belongs to the Tiberian 

period (14-37 AD), Hadrian's aqueduct carries water to a flourishing city 100 years after Constantine, and not to a supposed wasteland 

centuries earlier. The mystery disappears. When Justinian renovates the great Basilica Cistern (Yerebatan Sarayı), which gathers 

water from Hadrian's aqueduct, he does so not 400 years, but less than 100 years after it was built. 
 

Major monuments built by SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS  

in Byzantium between 195 and 211 AD that were used by JUSTINIAN 

(520s-560s AD). [https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeuxippus-Thermen#/media/Datei:Constantinople_imperial_district.png.]  

 

>MESE (colonnaded main boulevard of the city). 

>HIPPODROME (450 m; 16 m platform/sphedone under curved end). [Reconstruction: 

https://www. Byzantium 1200.com/hipodrom.html. Some 800 years after cataclysm: Onofrio Panvinio; 1600; 

https://spark.adobe.com/page/l1wdh8RqfeV5d/. Platform today: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hippodrome_Sphendone_Constantinopel_March_2008.JPG.] 

>BATHS OF ZEUXIPPOS. 

>AUGUSTAION (with Column of Justinian; forecourt for Hagia Sophia). 

 

  

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeuxippus-Thermen#/media/Datei:Constantinople_imperial_district.png
https://spark.adobe.com/page/l1wdh8RqfeV5d/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hippodrome_Sphendone_Constantinopel_March_2008.JPG
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As Severans and Justinian consult legal experts from the same period, they also cooperate on outstanding buildings of Byzantium 

during the same decades. Of greatest importance are the walls of Byzantium, which we know as the Theodosian Walls. Justinian does 

not know about this name yet. Indisputably, Septimius Severus builds the so-called Sea Walls (from 205 AD ff.). Several sections of 

them are still preserved today. In design they hardly differ from the Land Walls, i.e. the Theodosian Walls. However, the latter are 

higher, for defense against armies with siege towers. In these walls there is the Hormisdas Tower with an inscription naming the 

tower’s sponsor. We remember that Theodosius I, Theodosius II and Theodoric all have a Hormisdas in charge of the East. Only 

Theodoric has been undisputedly proven to be a builder or repairer of walls and even theatres (Arnold 2016, 249). His brick stamps 

are found in the walls and aqueducts of Rome (Pfeiffer et al. 1905¸ Erdkamp et al 2015, 154). This does not prove that this "barbarian" 

prince saved civilization, both in Rome and Byzantium. But there is more relevant evidence for Theodoric than for the Theodosiusses. 

 

Together with the main boulevard (Mese) and the Augustaion (forecourt of Hagia Sophia), the “Baths of Zeuxippus and the 

Hippodrome” are assigned to Septimius Severus, too (Mango 2003; Russell 2017, 220). It is no exaggeration to identify Downtown 

Byzantium as the creation of Septimius Severus. After his death (213 AD) there is enough time, until the end of Alexander Severus 

(230s AD), to place Justinian's column in the entrance of the Augustaion of Septimius and the Hagia Sophia directly behind it. 

 

After the Baths of Zeuxippus are damaged by fire, Justinian takes action to have them repaired. Justinian bows to the initially 

destructive conqueror and then generous rebuilder of his city by having his own column of honor erected in the Augustaion of 

Septimius Severus (see next page). No one reports that the square surrounded by columns had been in ruins after the assumed 300 

years in between. The Severan buildings are seen in Justinian's Byzantium as close to their own time. One resembles Andrea Agnellus 

from Ravenna, who still in the (supposed) 9th century describes the buildings of the 2nd century as close to his time. Just as in Ravenna, 

the buildings of Theodoric are built with stones from the Severan period, because they belong to that time, so too in Byzantium the 

Severans belong to the same decades as Theodoric and Justinian. 

 

We can now ask the question:  what evidence speaks against the simultaneity of the Severans and Justinian? Militarily, legally and 

architecturally they all do the same things. Even in epidemics and in the cosmos with its comet, the same thing happens with one as  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinian
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with the other. But, as an educated reader might object, textbook chronology speaks decidedly against it. It places more than 300 

years between the two ruling groups. These objections can indeed draw support from tens of thousands of publications, but they do 

not stand up to scrutiny. Only a firm belief in miracles can tear apart what belongs together stratigraphically, event-wise, 

architecturally and artistically. 
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VII Can Germany and Aachen, ‘Capital of the Early Middle Ages’, provide the settlement layers missing in Ravenna? 

 

Many authors who have written the history of a city in the First Millennium know very well that archaeology for the 700 years 

between 200 and 900 AD is simply not there. As esteemed scholars they are far too principled to invent evidence that does not exist. 

And so, in order to remain faithful to chronological dogma, they make mistakes. However, they want as few mistakes as possible. 

The boldest scholars can get by with a single mistake. They simply overestimate the durability of antique dwellings. They believe 

that houses from the 2nd century were still inhabited in the 9th century, although traces of major renovations cannot be seen. A famous 

example can be found in the beautiful Casa Romana di Vespaia Polla in Spoleto. The magnificent 1st century AD domus, restored in 

the 2nd century, is believed to have been in use without further repairs right into the Early Middle Ages (Gentili at al. 1978, 309). 

 

Certainly, one can declare a single villa that remained intact for 700 years to be an exceptional miracle and let tourists marvel at it 

for an appropriate entrance fee. In Spoleto, this durability is particularly impressive. At the beginning of the 10 th century, a 

miraculously resilient building is suddenly burnt and, for unspecified reasons, never rebuilt. If one wants to claim that, on the basis 

of s single building, complete residential areas have survived 700 years without damage, the miracle becomes so overwhelming that 

incredulity cannot be avoided. And yet this is exactly what, e.g., is said about Turicum (Roman Zurich/Switzerland): "Based on the 

archaeological findings, a destruction of the settlement structures in Zurich can be ruled out. The Roman settlement [1st-3rd century; 

GH] has probably hardly changed until the early Middle Ages [7th/8th-10th century; GH]. Roman streets, buildings and infrastructure 

continued to be used" (Kaiser 1995, 152). 

 

Embarrassed by not being able to show any residential buildings for many centuries, Ravenna researchers, too, are tempted to bolster 

their arguments by pointing to wondrously indestructible habitats. They fall for this unwise idea because the technology and layout 

of houses do not change for extremely long time-spans: “Roman house types and building materials lasted ‘surprisingly late’ [Gelichi 

2002], that is, into the seventh century and perhaps beyond” (Deliyannis 2010, 291). The confusion is great and should be, if houses 

are to survive 700 years without damage. At some point there emerges a simplification, even more primitive form of houses. But one 

does not know when “between the 3rd and the 10th century these changes became significant” (Arnold 2016, 249). It could have 
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happened after the Third Century Crisis or after the Tenth Century Collapse. That both cases are the same event on the date of the 

latter is not even considered. 

 

It is undisputed, however, that during the 5th/6th century AD, “the elites in Ostrogothic cities continued to live in Roman-style elite 

houses“ (Arnold 2016, 249) of the 2nd/3rd century AD. The fact that Arnold draws no conclusions about his mind-boggling statement 

is a scientific delicacy of a very special kind. His silence seems all the more disturbing because the architectural uniformity of Imperial 

and Late Antiquity is also repeated in public monuments. The style of facades from the Byzantine/Anatolian region of the Severan 

Empire is repeated in the Byzantine style façade of Theodoric's palace in Ravenna. A famous example of this style is the Nymphaeum 

of Artemis in ancient Perga (Perge/Turkey). It was donated by Aurelia Paulina, who received Roman citizenship under Commodus 

(180-192 AD; below left). 
 

Selected architecture from the time of the Severan emperors (190s-230s AD).  
Septimius Severus (193-211 AD): Nymphaeum of 

Artemis in ancient Perga. 
[http://www.romanaqueducts.info/aquasite/perge/foto13.ht

ml; Lusnia 2004, 531.] 

Caracalla (198-217 AD): 
City gate at Nicopolis Ist-

rum. [http://www.forumancient 
coins.com/gallery/displayimage

.php? album=4&pos=89.] 

Domus Severiana. (Rome 
Palatine), one of the attempts to 
reconstruc front + substructure. 

[Featherstone et al., 2025, fig. 7.] 

Alexander Severus, 
Nymphaeum of Neo-Caesarea 

(Pontus; (coin issue 232-235 AD). 
[http://wildwinds.com/coins/ric/severus_ 

alexander/_neocaesarea_Cizmeli_244cf.jpg.] 

    
 

It is now this style that not only characterizes Ravenna's monumental architecture of Theodoric's Late Antiquity, but also matches 

Ravenna's only building, San Salvatore ad Calchi, that can be attributed to the Early Middle Ages. Thus, for the three epochs of the 

http://www.romanaqueducts.info/aquasite/perge/foto13.html
http://www.romanaqueducts.info/aquasite/perge/foto13.html
http://wildwinds.com/coins/ric/severus_
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first millennium – Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity, and the Early Middle Ages – the architecture of Imperial Antiquity from the 

Byzantine region of the Severan Empire has been used again and again. 
 

Last decades of IMPERIAL 
ANTIQUITY (210s-230s AD) 

LATE ANTIQUITY EARLY MIDDLE AGES 

Domus Severiana (Rome Palatine), 
another attempt at the reconstruction of 

front +substructure. 

[https://i.pinimg.com/originals/2c/1e/71/ 
2c1e71e952de91c936444062d46138d4.jpg.] 

Ravenna architecture of Theodoric (5th/6th century AD). 
Palatium/Palace in a mosaic of San Apollinare Nuovo. 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric's_Palace_-
_Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_-_Ravenna_2016_(crop).jpg.] 

8/9th century AD Ravenna 
architecture of 

San Salvatore ad Calchi. 
[Photo G. Heinsohn.] 

   
 

However, it can also be said that the architecture does not change for about 700 years. This means that once again we end up with 

the amazing 700-year indestructibility of residential buildings. One more time, we are forced to believe in absurd miracles, from 

which we can only liberate ourselves by taking a hard look at the stratigraphic simultaneity of the three epochs.  
 

Ravenna researchers basically have no problem with this synchronicity. They know and accept that 5th/6th century Ostrogothic 

grandees live in 2nd/3rd century mansions. They also know and accept that buildings from the 5th/6th century fit in just as well with 

those from the 8th/9th century. After all, San Salvatore ad Calchi, which is now dated in the 9th century, was considered for many 

decades, if not centuries, to be a remnant of the Theodoric Palace of the 5th/6th century. After that, it became the “So-called Palace of 

Theodoric,” but remained safely in the 5th/6th century. Eventually the building was identified as San Salvatore ad Calchi and, in an 

instant, was made 300 years younger. And yet this wonderful building remains a refreshing drink after a wretchedly prolonged desert: 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/2c/1e/71/%202c1e71e952de91c936444062d46138d4.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/2c/1e/71/%202c1e71e952de91c936444062d46138d4.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric's_Palace_-_Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_-_Ravenna_2016_(crop).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_the_Great#/media/File:Theodoric's_Palace_-_Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_-_Ravenna_2016_(crop).jpg
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“In the 250 years after the completion of. St. Severus in Classe, only one large church was built in Ravenna. This was a church 

dedicated to the Savior” (Deliyannis 2010, 292), San Salvatore ad Calchi. New houses for the worshippers are completely missing. 

During the 9th/10th century, they must either live in buildings of the 5th/6th century, which are those of the 2nd/3rd century, or they did 

not exist. 
 

But the Ravenna researchers are not giving up yet. Andrea Agnellus also mentions Carolingians such as Charlemagne, Louis the 

Pious, and Lothar, all of whom are dated to the Early Middle Ages (Deliyanni 2010, 285 ff.). If early medieval residential quarters 

are present in Germany and especially in Aachen, their absence in Rome, Ravenna and Byzantium would not change the general 

validity of our textbook chronology for the first millennium AD.  
 

It does indeed appear as if Germany alone can furnish not only the Early Middle Ages, but the entire first millennium. Famous, of 

course, are Germany's exedra colonnades, which are built in the 2nd and also the 9th century AD. Ingelheim’s early medieval layout 
  

EXEDRA CONSTRUCTION in Germany. LEFT: 2nd century AD. RIGHT: 9th century AD. 
IMPERIAL ANTIQUITY (Cologne; exedra colonnade on the 

city forum; 2nd century AD. [http://colonia3d.de/media/.]. 

EARLY MIDDLE AGES (Ingelheim; Charlemagne’s exedra Villa; 9th 

century AD). [http://www.kaiserpfalz-ingelheim.de/archaeologie_pfalz_der_karolinger_02.php.] 

  

http://colonia3d.de/media/
http://www.kaiserpfalz-ingelheim.de/archaeologie_pfalz_der_karolinger_02.php
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“is typified by a semicircular building and a royal hall built on the model of antique basilicas. […] Current excavations are trying to 

find out whether a 7-kilometre-long water channel built in the Roman style. […] The architecture and architectural sculpture show 

the influence of antique predecessors. The general layout in accordance with the ideal plan and the juxtaposition of the buildings are 

similar to the Roman villa and palace architecture. […] The semicircular building clearly shows the significance of antique models 

for the Carolingian building plan. This building by Charlemagne is the only one of its kind in medieval architecture” (Kaiserpfalz 

2009; bold GH). 

 

But let us focus on the construction of Roman gates in first millennium Germany. For Imperial Antiquity we have a gate in 

Regensburg, for Late Antiquity in Cologne-Deutz (Divitia) and for the Early Middle Ages in Charlemagne's villa in Ingelheim. 
 

GATE CONSTRUCTION in Germany during the 1st millennium CE (attempts at reconstruction).  
IMPERIAL ANTIQUITY 

(REGENSBURG / Castra Regina; 2nd c.). 
[https://www.arctron.de/references/2011-en/porta-praetoria/.] 

LATE ANTIQUITY (KÖLN-DEUTZ [Divitia]; 4th/5th c.). 
[https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC5M3QT_castrum-

divitia?guid=5186cb35-382a-43d4-92d3-95a5c5151204.] 

EARLY MIDDLE AGES (INGELHEIM; 

8th/9th c.). [http://www.heritage-

route.eu/en/ingelheim/places/#.XThNZegzY2w.] 

   

 

https://www.arctron.de/references/2011-en/porta-praetoria/
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC5M3QT_castrum-divitia?guid=5186cb35-382a-43d4-92d3-95a5c5151204
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC5M3QT_castrum-divitia?guid=5186cb35-382a-43d4-92d3-95a5c5151204
http://www.heritage-route.eu/en/ingelheim/places/#.XThNZegzY2w
http://www.heritage-route.eu/en/ingelheim/places/#.XThNZegzY2w
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However, if one looks at the individual cities, the impression of German superiority evaporates. Above the 2nd century gate from 

REGENSBURG (Castra Regina) there are no further buildings until the High Middle Ages (10th/11th century). A full 700 years are 

missing.  

 

The “late Antique” gate in DIVITIA (a Roman castrum opposite Cologne) is a palimpsest building. The brick stamps belong to “cohors 

I Flavia Damascenorum milliaria equitata Sagittaria [...] from about 90 until the 3rd century AD". Other brick stamps date from the 

"2nd half of the 2nd to the beginning of the 3rd century AD”. Finally, there is also material from the "time of the emperors Septimius 

Severus to Elagabal (193-222 AD)" (Hanel/Verstegen 2005, 188 ff.).2 The camp dates back to Imperial Antiquity after which its 

territory is without new buildings until, between 957 and 965 AD, the ruins are gutted for building material Fuchs 1990, 96). Why is 

it dated to the 4th/5th century in the first place? Because it is used by Constantine the Great, who is dated 305-337 AD. We have 

shown for Rome that mausoleums from before 50 AD are carved into the walls of Constantine's nemesis, Maxentius. Divitia is another 

proof of this dating. In reality the castrum perishes after the Severans. 

 

Finally, under the gate of INGELHEIM, 700 years – from c. 1 to 700 AD – are missing. So even there, between 1 and 930 AD, only 

about 230 years (700s-930s AD) of urban substance can be found. All this cannot compensate for the immense chronological gaps in 

Ravenna, but only confirm them once again. Moreover, it is precisely the stratigraphic simultaneity of the three epochs of the first 

millennium that can solve the mystery of the supposed architectural stagnation with three times the same Roman technology and 

design. 

 

This simultaneity also settles the belief that Germany, some 700 years later, has succeeded in reinventing the same Roman wall paints 

with the same exact pigmentation. In fact, in both cases, with the "Yellow Wall" (Gelbe Wand) from Bonn and the assembly hall 

(aula) from Ingelheim, we are talking about the same period of time, whose Ingelheim end in the early 10 th century is the 

stratigraphically correct one. What was seemingly destroyed after the 230s or in the 6th century AD, was in reality devastated in the 

930s AD, i.e. the Tenth Century Collapse of Roman Civilization. 

 
2 “Cohors I Flavia Damascenorum milliaria equitata Sagittaria […] von ungefähr 90 bis ins 3. Jh. [… und] der 2. Hälfte des 2. bis Anfang des 3. Jhs. n. Chr. [und aus] der Zeit der 

Kaiser Septimius Severus bis Elagabal (193–222).“ 
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WALL PAINT used in Germany in the 1st century AD and, again, in the 9th century AD.  
IMPERIAL ANTIQUITY (BONN/Germany: 

Wachsbleiche: Gelbe Wand; 1st century AD). 

[Rheinisches Landesmuseum Bonn; photo G.Heinsohn.] 

EARLY MIDDLE AGES (INGELHEIM; Carolingian Aula; 8th/9th century AD). 
[http://www.kaiserpfalz-ingelheim.de/en/historical_tour_02.php.] 

  
 

But still the scholars won’t give up. What about Germany's famous imperial aulas? With them, too, a claim of superiority over the 

rest of Europe is justified. And one of their aula locations is Charlemagne's famous Aachen. 
 

AULA CONSTRUCTION in Germany during the 1st millennium AD. 
IMPERIAL ANTIQUITY (COLOGNE; 1st/2nd c.). 

[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAqMM6G3de0.] 
LATE ANTIQUITY (TRIER; 4th/5th c.). 

[https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aula_regia.] 

EARLY MIDDLE AGES (AACHEN; 8th/9th c.). 
[Centre Charlemagne, Aachen; photo G. Heinsohn.] 

   

http://www.kaiserpfalz-ingelheim.de/en/historical_tour_02.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAqMM6G3de0
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aula_regia
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Does Aachen provide the missing urban splendor for the Early Middle Ages? For 300 years, Ravenna can only show San Salvatore 

ad Calchi – with a layout that fits the architectural styles of the 2nd/3rd or the 5th/ 6th century – in an otherwise ghostly wasteland. 

But alas, Aachen also disappoints. For the 300 years of the Early Middle Ages, there are only Carolingian administrative buildings 

and one church.  
 

Early medieval wasteland of downtown AACHEN (8th-10th century AD), lacking residential quarters, latrines, streets, and 
baths etc., from which the monuments of Charlemagne stand out in splendid isolation. The small structures in the model 
represent primitive huts sunk into the dark earth (“dunkler Moder”) separating the High Middle Ages (10th/11th c. AD) 
from Roman civilization. [Photo G. Heinsohn from a video in Aachen's Centre Charlemagne with permission of the staff (2015). The video's co-
author, Sebastian Ristow, points out that he plans to develop the model further; see also https://www.medieval.eu/charlemagne-aachen-2014/.] 

 
 

https://www.medieval.eu/charlemagne-aachen-2014/
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Contemporary roads and latrines, housing for citizens and servants, lodgings for the warrior guards, stables, monasteries, water pipes, 

baths, parks for the peacocks, etc. have never been found. The famous monuments of Aachen protrude out of a death zone like broken 

teeth, reminding posterity of the magnificence of the once classically beautiful dentition: “Surprisingly, no excavation or construction 

site observation inside or outside the old town of Aachen has so far recorded clear settlement remains of Carolingian times, although 

tradition suggests the presence of merchants and numerous inhabitants as well as the existence of quite sophisticated aristocratic 

courts, some of whose buildings and material culture should be found in the ground. All previous claims about the road system, 

settlement structure and boundaries of this settlement are based solely on written sources and theoretical considerations” (Untermann 

1999, 162).3 Again and again, archaeologists are amazed at “the lack of information about Carolingian Aachen” (Keller 2004, 49).4 

Another decade and many excavations later, scholars lament the same early medieval void: “With the exception of the large 

Carolingian palace buildings, there are practically no early medieval houses” (Müller et al. 2013, 42).5 

 

Gradually, however, the excavators are realizing that Aachen's Imperial Antiquity and Aachen's Early Middle Ages cannot have 

followed each other at a distance of 700 years, but must have existed simultaneously. This seems incredible, but the material findings, 

down to the floor tiles (see illustration below), speak with unmistakable clarity: Aachen's Roman sewer system is so well intact that 

the early medieval Aacheners “tied themselves to the Roman sewer system” (Cüppers 1982, 67).6 The same applies to transport 

routes: “A continuous use from Roman times also applies to large parts of the inner city road and path network. […] The Roman 

road, which has already been documented in the Dome-Quadrum [Palatinate ensemble] in northeast-southwest orientation, was used 

until the late Middle Ages” (Müller et al. 2013, 324).7  

 
 

 
3 “Erstaunlicherweise hat bislang keine Grabung oder Baustellenbeobachtung innerhalb und außerhalb der Altstadt von Aachen eindeutige Siedlungsreste karolingischer Zeit erfasst, 

obwohl die Überlieferung auf die Anwesenheit von Kaufleuten und zahlreichen Einwohnern sowie auf die Existenz durchaus anspruchsvoller Adelshöfe schließen lässt, von deren 

Gebäuden und Sachkultur einiges im Boden zu finden sein müsste. Alle bisherigen Aussagen zu Straßensystem, Siedlungsstruktur und Grenzen dieser Siedlung beruhen allein auf 

Schriftquellen und theoretischen Überlegungen.” 
4 “die fehlenden Kenntnisse über das karolingische Aachen.” 
5 “gibt es mit Ausnahme der grossen karolingerzeitlichen Pfalzbauten praktisch keine frühmittelalterlichen Häuser.” 
6 “an das römische Kanalsystem anbanden.” 
7 “Eine kontinuierliche Nutzung aus römischer Zeit gilt auch für weite Teile des innerörtlichen Straßen- und Wegenetzes. […] Die römische Straße, die im Dom-Quadrum [Pfalz-

Ensemble] in nordost-südwestlicher Ausrichtung schon dokumentiert wurde, wurde bis in das späte Mittelalter hinein genutzt.” 
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Early 2nd century AD” Roman opus sectile floor (Córdoba.) 
[https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/410320216042805371/.] 

Early 9th century AD opus sectile floor (Charlemagne’s Octagon in 

Aachen. [Konnegen 2012, 442.] 

 

  

 

It is well known that streets last a long time, while apartments wear out quickly. And yet, in Aachen one finds a repetition of the 

durability miracles of Spoleto or Zurich: “Essential parts of [2nd c.] Roman buildings were at least preserved in such a way that a 

further use for residential and other purposes was still possible in the [9th c.] Early Middle Ages” (Müller et al. 2013, 270).8  

 

Researchers want to make sense of this strange situation. They are looking, if you will, for an analogy to Valentina Manzelli's 

“palimpsest” model, whereby Late Antiquity is formed out of material from Imperial Antiquity. They leave Aachen's miraculously 

preserved Imperial Antiquity intact, but they remove one of its blocks from the urban context, and plant Aachen's one and only piece 

of undisputed early medieval architecture in the vacated space: “Only the area for the large main buildings, between aula and Mary’s 

church [octagon], was cut out of the Roman ground plan, as it were, probably to allow the church to have an exact west-east 

orientation” (Müller et al. 2013, 324).9 

 

 
8 “Wesentliche Teile römischer Bauten [waren] zumindest so erhalten, dass eine Weiternutzung zu Wohn- und anderen Zwecken im frühen Mittelalter noch möglich war.” 
9 “Lediglich der Bereich für die großen Hauptgebäude, zwischen Königshalle und Marienkirche [Oktogon], wurde aus dem römischen Grundplan gleichsam herausgeschnitten, wohl 

um der Kirche die exakte West-Ost-Ausrichtung zu ermöglichen.“ 

https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/410320216042805371/
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Aachen's expansion to include a Christian center may indeed have been carried out in this way. But when? Some 700 years after the 

miraculously intact Imperial Antiquity, or in its last decades? But that would only be possible if Imperial Antiquity actually belongs 

to the time of the Early Middle Ages. After all, the Carolingian buildings cannot simply be made 700 years older. Right after them  

 

Part of AACHEN's Roman road network in the  

2nd century AD. 

 

One block (with grey structure) is cleared to accommodate 

Charlemagne's octagonal church which, unlike the 

neighboring temple [“Tempel”], is oriented east-west. 

 

The dome (“DOM”; also “Chorhalle”) is a 14th/15th century 

addition. 
 

[http://www.archaeologie-

aachen.de/DE/Geschichte/Epochen/Roemerzeit/index.html.] 

 

There follow primitive huts of the High Middle Ages from the 10th century. They are immersed in a “'layer of mud or alluvial deposits', 

which here, too, overlap the purely Roman layers everywhere in great thickness” (Sage 1982, 93).10 This occurs from the “second 

third” of the 10th century onwards (Erkens 2013, 580), thus after the Tenth Century Collapse of the 930s AD. 
 

The fact that Imperial Antiquity coincides with the Early Middle Ages is also demonstrated by the fact that Aachen's Carolingian 

buildings are thoroughly antique in style and construction, and yet are found directly before the High Middle Ages of the 10th/11th 

century: “The Palatinate was planned as a closed complex in the sense of antique palaces and was tackled using Roman techniques” 

(Sage 1973, 2).11 But because modern architectural historians firmly believe that many centuries separate Imperial Antiquity from 

Charlemagne, they report on his buildings as if they had been created by some miracle: “The royal palaces with their halls, chapels, 

 
10 “‘Moder- oder Schwemmschicht‘, die auch hier überall die rein römischen Schichten in großer Mächtigkeit überlagert.“ 
11 “Die Pfalz war als geschlossene Anlage im Sinn antiker Paläste geplant und unter Anwendung römischer Techniken in Angriff genommen worden.“ 

http://www.archaeologie-aachen.de/DE/Geschichte/Epochen/Roemerzeit/index.html
http://www.archaeologie-aachen.de/DE/Geschichte/Epochen/Roemerzeit/index.html
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colonnades and living quarters show the same clear overall composition as the Roman palaces in the diversity of the individual 

buildings. [...] In solving architectural problems, the builders based themselves on the mass construction of ancient Rome with its 

pillars, barrel vaults or domes and its preference for axes that were perpendicular to each other, on the one hand, and on the other 

hand, on the column architecture developed by the Greeks” (Binding 2003, 1633 f.). 12   

 

It is considered an even greater miracle that Aachen, despite the demise of Imperial Antiquity and Late Antiquity, has – other than 

Ravenna’s Agnellus – a perfect command of 1st/2nd century Latin: “All public communication – legal, religious, political or in school 

– takes place in Latin, no matter what language people may have spoken in private or domestic contexts. Thus Latin, in orthography 

and grammar of the older classical and Ciceronian norms, was indeed the lingua franca of the entire Carolingian Empire” (McKitteric 

2014, 287).13 

 

Since nobody can imagine how or why all these wonders were accomplished across eons for an unknown purpose, 

Carolingian Europe “looks rather like an accidental rebirth of Rome” (Henning 2008, 52). A sober scholar like Joachim Henning 

doesn't like to resort to miracles. But does mere coincidence as the cause for the striking similarities across 700 years really look 

more convincing? However, this offhand remark reflects a profound truth. Today's researchers see Charlemagne as the promoter of 

a restoration of the Roman Empire (restitutio imperii). They see his time as an ingenious and conscious renaissance of a perished 

civilization. Charlemagne himself, however, knows nothing about such notions. Orders to architects, canal builders or teachers to do 

everything exactly as it had been done 700 years earlier “are not accounted for” (Grewe 2014, 181).14 On a purely archaeological 

basis, Charlemagne is clearly part of Antiquity. Nowhere does he proclaim that he lives many centuries after the glories of imperial 

 
12 “Die königlichen Pfalzen mit Hallen, Kapellen, Kolonnadengängen und Wohnräumen zeigen in der Vielfalt der einzelnen Gebäude die gleiche klare 

Gesamtkomposition wie die römischen Paläste. […] In der Lösung architektonischer Probleme stützen sich die Baumeister auf den im antiken Rom ausgebildeten 

Massenbau mit seinen Pfeilern, Tonnengewölben oder Kuppeln und seiner Vorliebe für senkrecht aufeinander stehende Achsen, andererseits auf die von den Griechen 

ausgebildete Säulenarchitektur.“ 
13 “Jegliche öffentliche Kommunikation – juristisch, religiös, politisch oder im Unterricht – auf Latein statt, ganz egal welche Sprache die Menschen in privaten oder 

häuslichen Zusammenhängen gesprochen haben mögen. Somit war Latein in der Tat die Lingua franca des gesamten Karolingerreichs / [in] Orthografie und Grammatik 

/der älteren klassischen und ciceronianischen Normen.” 
14 “nicht nachzuweisen.” 
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Rome. Charlemagne and Louis the Pious wear Roman chlamys and diadems on their coins as a matter of course. They do not portray 

themselves in imitation Roman costumes, but, again, show themselves to be an inseparable part of imperial Roman civilization. 
Charlemagne with Roman chlamys 

and diadem: KAROLUS IMP AUG. 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlemagne.] 

Charlemagne with Roman chlamys 

and diadem: KAROLUS IMP AUG. 
[https://www.emaze.com/@AIWOOWCT.] 

Louis the Pious with Roman chlamys 

and diadem: DNH LUDOVICUS IMP 

AUG. [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_the_Pious.] 

Louis the Pious with Roman chlamys and 

diadem: DNH LUDOVICUS IMP AUG. 
[http://www.kornbluthphoto.com/images/LouisOb514.jpg.] 

    
 

But if the two emperors actually lived in the time of Imperial Antiquity, where in the history of Rome should we look for them? That 

question cannot be answered by schematically equating the approximately 230 years – with its first millennium imperial substance 

(1-230s AD) – with the 230 years of the Early Middle Ages(700-930s AD) on a 1:1 basis. Thus, one cannot say that 100 AD 

necessarily corresponds to the year 800 AD (the textbook year of Charlemagne's imperial coronation). A coin of Louis the Pious 

(conventionally 814-840 AD), for example, is the last Carolingian coin found in Truso, which did not perish before the 10th century.  
 

Stratigraphically, therefore, Charlemagne and Louis therefore do not belong to the 8th/9th century, but to the 9th/10th century. They 

live through the turmoil of the plague of Marcus Aurelius and Commodus of the late 2nd century (both with coins in late 9th c. Truso; 

Jagodziński 2010, 134), which was also the time of the Antonine/Commodan Fires, a time when Rome could no longer govern the 

provinces: “Around the middle of the 2nd century, AQUAE GRANNI seems to have actually been struck by a major fire event. 

Extensive burnt layers of this period were observed at the Elisa gardens” (Schaub et al 2011, 386). 15 Rome's Frankish citizens do not 

 
15 “Um die Mitte des 2. Jahrhunderts scheint AQUAE GRANNI dann tatsächlich von einem größeren Brandereignis heimgesucht worden zu sein. Ausgedehnte 

Brandschichten dieser Zeit wurden am Elisengarten beobachtet.“ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlemagne
https://www.emaze.com/@AIWOOWCT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_the_Pious
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see this weakening of the empire as a blessing at all, but rather as a threat to their existence. For this reason, the native Franks do not 

want to lose the infrastructure and laws of Roman civilization (on Germanic loyalty to Roman law see Matthews 2000, 31 ff.)  

 

They want to be federates of Rome who defend the empire for their own well-being, even without orders from the capital. They 

demonstrate loyalty by fighting against Moors/Saracens that attack Spain in the time of Marcus Aurelius (see already Heinsohn 2014, 

38). They obtain religious legitimacy from their Christian shepherds in the city of Rome. In Aachen itself, they build a new district 

with a church that was constructed in an architectural style that looks to be late 2nd/early 3rd century. Why did they choose such a 

style? Because – it is logical to assume – they really were living in the late 2nd/early 3rd century. Stratigraphically, however, this 

textbook date belongs in the 9th/10th of the Early Middle Ages. In Ravenna the same events are dated to the 5th/6th century, when its 

citizens built with stones from the 2nd/3rd century. Stratigraphically, however, these events in Ravenna belong to the 9th/10th century, 

too. This date also applies to Andrea Agnellus. 

 

Not so fast, dissenting archaeologists from Aachen might say. We have always been jealous of Ravenna. It is the 'Capital of Late 

Antiquity', i.e. it flourishes in the period when Aachen has no monuments at all. The fact that we ourselves are regarded as the 'Capital 

of the Early Middle Ages' was never a consolation for our three centuries of architectural emptiness during Late Antiquity. After all, 

in spite of hundreds of years of research, “there are hardly any observations from Aachen for Late Antiquity” (Keller 2004, 45).16 

Therefore, it may be true that our Early Middle Ages and Ravenna's Late Antiquity are merely facets of the final phase of Imperial 

Antiquity, which stratigraphically do not belong to the 2nd/3rd century, but to the 9th/10th century. However, since 2015 we finally 

have had an archaeological find that belongs to Late Antiquity, and thus possibly confirms Ravenna's Late Antiquity, too. It is a 

military camp with an irregular layout, which was found under Aachen's 9th century aula (Kyritz/Schaub 2015). 

 

For a very long time, a military camp from the Augustus-Tiberius period (31 BC to 37 AD) has been sought in Aachen. There are 

coins of Spanish mintage from this period. Spanish soldiers are stationed in Upper Germania from 13 BC on (Zeitreise 2009). 

Therefore, one is looking for a small camp with an irregular layout, because “most legionary camps of the Augustus-Tiberian 

campaigns had individual rectangular structures, but their polygonal ground plan adapted to the topographic conditions, which could 
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have been expected in Aachen” (Keller 2004, 32).16 Now such a small camp (less than 2 ha) is found on an elevation favoring an 

irregular layout. It fits very well into the first century and could have been demolished in the late 2nd century (stratigraphically late 

9th c.) to allow construction of the assembly hall, which the Carolingians needed as a government building for an administration 

independent from Rome. 

 

LEFT: Polygonal Roman camp VINDONISSA/Switzerland (15-30 AD; adjusted to the hilly terrain like Aachen but significantly larger). 

[https://www.moneymuseum.com/en/coins?&id=768.] RIGHT: AACHEN’s polygonal Roman camp (red lines) with an early 1st century AD layout 

but dated into the 4th century AD. [Kyritz/Schaub 2015, 156; the “Rathaus” {city hall}contains the 9th c. Carolingian aula.] 

  

 

 
16 “die meisten Legionslager der augusteisch-tiberischen Feldzüge wiesen zwar einzelne rechtwinklinge Strukturen auf, passten sich aber in ihrem mehreckigen Grundriss 

den topographischen Gegebenheiten an, was auch in Aachen zu erwarten gewesen wäre.“ 

https://www.moneymuseum.com/en/coins?&id=768
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But the excavators date the camp to the 4th century. Finally and happily, they can soften Aachen's horror vacui of the emptiness in 

Late Antiquity: “It's about a building program of the Romans in the time around 300 AD. ‘In Aachen [according to excavator Andreas 

Schaub], we have so far not seen ourselves as part of this [late antique; GH] period’ ” (Vogel 2015).17 And yet uncertainty mixes with 

joy. The area of the camp has already been explored over many years. As the site is slightly elevated and therefore easier to defend, 

it was even hoped that it would reveal the nucleus of Roman Aachen. After all, small finds start in the beginning of the 1st century 

AD and continue into the 2nd/3rd century AD. Eventually, the 2015 excavations add the rough walls of the military camp. However, 

the excavators decide, this find will not be employed to finally furnish evidence for Imperial Antiquity, i.e. the period with the small 

finds, but for the subsequent Late Antiquity, in which Aachen is so far non-existent whilst Ravenna wondrously reaches its peak. 

 

Yet, we know that the “4th” century buildings of Maxentius actually belong to the first half of the 1st century AD because pre-50 AD 

mausoleums are cut deeply into the perimeter wall of his own mausoleum (see chapter I above). Just as the polygonal military camps 

do not repeat themselves, so the wars take place only once. We are not talking about two different wars, but about sources of two 

different participants or persons responsible for the same operation. 

 

Selected Roman wars of the early 1st century AD that are re-enacted in the early 4th century AD. 
[Borhy 2014.; Lehmann 2011; Schneider 2008.] 

43 AD A Roman fleet, starting in Bononia (Boulogne), invades 

England. The landing port is unknown. 
 

A Roman fleet, starting in Bononia (Boulogne), 

invades England via Portsmouth (Portus Adurni). 

343 AD 

16 AD Germanicus crosses the Rhine in Cologne without a bridge 

(although bridges are built in his time), but Germanic tribes 

on the right bank of the Rhine are not subjugated. 

Constantine crosses the Rhine from Cologne to 

Divitia (built with 1st c. bricks) on a bridge, but 

Germanic tribes are not subjugated. 
 

307 AD 

15 AD Bructeri and Chauci are defeated by Rome. Bructeri and Chauci are defeated by Rome. 
 

307/308 AD 

10/20 AD Iazyges/Sarmatians attack Rome in Pannonia, are pacified 

and settled by unknown emperors. 

Iazyges/Sarmatians attack Rome in Pannonia, are 

pacified and settled by Diocletian + other tetrarchs.  

Early 4th c. AD 

 

 
17 “Es geht um ein Bauprogramm der Römer um 300 nach Christus. ‘In Aachen haben wir uns bisher nicht als Teil davon gesehen‘.” 
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However, dating Aachen’s polygonal camp to the 4th century leads to a bizarre situation. The famous city, finally, can present all 

three periods of the 1st millennium AD. Imperial Antiquity leaves behind rich architectural remains. Late Antiquity looks like a death 

zone. It has only the camp. There are no apartments for the people it guards and those who supply it. Right after that there is a second 

death zone in the Early Middle Ages. It contains only administrative buildings and a splendid octagonal church, but not a single 

apartment for high-ranking or simple people, for Christians or other denominations. From the 3rd to the 10th century Aachen is without 

ordinary residential buildings. 

 

However, if one looks at the situation stratigraphically, the military camp provides the nucleus of Roman Aachen from the early 1st 

century AD, which, for so long, has been searched for in vain. The city then flourished until the late 2nd century. The city was then 

taken over by Frankish citizens of Rome. They replace the camp with the royal assembly hall. In another part of the city a previous 

building (a thermal bath) is replaced by the church, where the New Christians, distraught after plague and Antonine/Commodan Fires, 

find spiritual solace. All this happens between 700 and the 930s, when the Tenth Century Collapse buries the now Frankish-Roman 

city under a shroud of dark earth (“dunklem Moder”). 

 

Thus, Aachen provides no consolation for Ravenna. In both cities, the antique urban substance of the first millennium lasts for only 

about 230 years, which do not belong to 1 to 230s AD, but to 700 to 930s AD. The Carolingians are contemporaries of Theodoric's 

Ostrogoths. Like the Lombards, they are alternately allies and enemies, although from the time of the Marcus Aurelius Crisis to the 

catastrophic end in the Tenth Century Collapse, the Carolingians appear to be dominant. 

 

In return, there is no consolation for Aachen from Ravenna, either. The popular legend that Charlemagne gutted Ravenna's buildings 

for his own monuments is unknown to Andrea Agnellus, who is well aware of the powerful Frank: “Agnellus does not mention the 

removal of these building materials” (Deliyannis 2010, 298). To the regret of the Ravennates, some precious objects are sold to 

Aachen. But a demolition of their own substance for the benefit of Aachen does not take place. The competition is fierce. Aachen's 

Octagon church surpasses Ravenna's Octagon church in size, if not in splendor, but not a single column is stolen from San Vitale. 

Many are still standing today. 
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Columns in Ravenna’s San Vitale that were obviously not stolen by Carolingians. (Photos G. Heinsohn.) 

    
 

The archaeology of Ravenna’s columns confirms a magnificent discovery by Werner Jacobsen. He has seen that many of the 

supposedly centuries-old used Roman parts in Aachen’s 9th century were not spolia at all, but were perfectly antique and brand-new 

at the same time. That’s why he called them “pseudo-spolia” (Jacobson 1996). This designation gives us another ingenious idea for 

how we don't have to switch off our judgment in order to obey textbook chronology. Jacobsen understands that Charlemagne’s 9th 

century used the same material as Romans of the 2nd/3rd century. The Ravenna researchers understand that the Goths of the 5th/6th 

century use the same stones as the Romans of the 2nd/3rd century. 

 

The Ravenna scholars, therefore, develop the palimpsest theory. Jacobsen develops the “pseudo-spolia” theory. Both somehow 

recognize the simultaneity of 2nd and 5th or 2nd and 9th century, but neither wants to rebel against chronology. Ultimately, therefore, 

Ravenna and Aachen not only share the same historical period of the 8th-10th centuries, but also the astuteness of their scholars of 

the 21st century. They are more ambitious than their colleagues from Zurich or Spoleto etc. who declare houses to be so durable that 

even after 700 years without repair they are still good as new. 
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If San Salvatore ad Calchi from Ravenna's 9th century fits into the 6th century of Ravenna's San Vitale octagon (from 2nd/3rd century 

stones) and the latter could have been built in the 9th century of Aachen's octagon, then art of 2nd, 5th, and 9th century is produced  
 

FOUR ANGELS POINTING TO CHRISTIAN DEITY. 
Early medieval Carolingian 9th century AD vault mosaic in Santa 
Prassede’s small Chapel of San Zeno (Rome; mediocre artist.). 
[https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Santa_Prassede_-_Mosaic,_Chapel_of_San_Zeno.JPG.] 

FOUR ANGELS POINTING TO CHRISTIAN DEITY 
Late Antique Ostrogothic 6th century AD vault mosaic in 

San Vitale (Ravenna; master artist). 
[Photo G. Heinsohn.] 

  
 

Simultaneously. When comparing Rome's 9th century Carolingian Santa Prassede with Ravenna's San Vitale, a close observer 

recognizes that the mosaics of Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages could fit into one and the same period. The 

Santa Prassede mosaics of the San Zeno chapel provide “a splendid example of current scholarly discussion about the stylistic origins 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Santa_Prassede_-_Mosaic,_Chapel_of_San_Zeno.JPG
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of these mosaics; i.e. whether they demonstrate the revival, or the survival of the antique. Whilst they have been seen as depending 

on the 6th century mosaics created during the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian at San Vitale in Ravenna, in turn the mosaics  
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at San Vitale can be interpreted as being dependent on Roman floor mosaics. If this theory is accepted then the mosaics at San Zeno 

can be placed in a context which wends its way back to the Roman antique” (Crawford 2010). Indeed, Rome's mosaics of the 7th (if 

not the 5th) century AD (Lateran baptistry; above right) match pieces from Herculaneum's 1st century AD (above left). 

 

One may add that the Titulus S. Praxedis, the legal basis for the mandatory construction of a church, is dated to the year 112 AD, i.e. 

about 700 years earlier. Whether mosaics from the 9th century look like those from the 2nd century or vice versa, their production stops 

abruptly in the early 10th century (Dale 2004, 743 f.). Only as long as one does not realize that the Tenth Century Collapse is identical 

with the crises of the 3rd century (Rome) and the 6th century (Byzantium), this end can be called unexplained. The same catastrophe 

appears three different times in our history books, and in three different centuries.  The contemporaneousness of Imperial Antiquity, 

Late Antiquity, and Early Middle Ages also explains why the raw materials for all the glass cubes of the mosaics (tesserae) come 

from Egypt and the Levant (James 2017, 21 ff.). 

 

When evidence from stratigraphy, construction techniques and art development forces us to recognize that three sequential textbook 

periods of history are actually contemporary, and therefore belong to the same period, mysterious urban histories are transformed 

into comprehensible narratives. The following overview shows schematically that the architecturally mysterious lean periods of 

Ravenna and Aachen provide enigmatically few finds. That’s because these rare items actually belong to Imperial Antiquity, the 

period with undisputed urbanity, which ends in the time of the Severans (1-230s AD in textbook chronology). Only in the 10th 

century, after the Tenth Century Collapse, does construction begin again with the primitive architecture of the High Middle Ages. 

Therefore, the stratigraphy cannot help but transform 1-230s into 700-930s. 
 

 Early Imperial 

(up to Tiberius) 

Imperial Antiquity 

(up to Antonines) 

Imperial Antiquity 

Severan Period etc. 

Late Antiquity Early Middle Ages 

RAV- 

ENNA 

Early military 

camp found. 

Remains with 

Trajan aqueduct. 

Severan wasteland full of 

Severan building material. 

Rich remains built in Severan 

style and building material. 

Wasteland with just one building in  

Severan/late antique style. 

AA- 

CHEN 

Early Imperial 

camp missing. 

Remains with 

Trajan aqueduct. 

One Severan quarter cut 

out for Carolingian block. 

Wasteland has camp that is 

missing in Imperial Antiquity.  

Wasteland with Carolingian block 

planted into cut out Severan quarter. 
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VIII The fall of Roman Civilization and the destruction of Ravenna  

 

From Ravenna’s walls in the 3rd century BC to about 900 AD, the city was located on the Adriatic Sea. Andrea Agnellus, who lived 

in the 9th century, never gives any hint that the city has lost its port-based economy. Naturally, slight changes are always taking place  
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along the coast-line and also on the banks of rivers. Islands have to be reinforced to support quays and buildings. Even an occasional 

tsunami cannot be ruled out. A powerful force, however, which lifts up the land or which silts up huge areas is not reported in Ravenna 

before the 10th century AD. Geological stability also continues from c. 1600 until today, as shown by an anonymous drawing 

illustrating Ravenna's 17th century position far from the sea, a position which has not changed much since then (see below and next 

page). 

 

 
 

If Ravenna's situation is geologically stable during the 1st millennium, as well as the second half of the 2nd millennium, then an 

imperceptibly slow silting up can be ruled out. There is not enough time for a centimeter-by-centimeter drying out of 10 km, or one 

million cm of land. Even rivers that suddenly go mega-wild are hard to imagine if they remain inconspicuous from the 3rd century 
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BC to 900 AD, and also between 1600 AD and today. Another indication that gradual silting up has not been happening is that 

Ravenna isn’t taking any more land from the sea, but is sinking 16-23 cm per century. 

 
 



86 

 

If Roman Ravenna perishes after the 9th century AD, it is necessary to ask for the exact date and cause. The best documented time 

is around 930 AD. Around this time at the latest, Aachen also meets its end, because the primitive huts that followed this collapse 

are immersed in the dark earth (“dunkler Moder”) that buries the Roman city (Erkens 2013, 580). 
 

If we look far to the north, we see that the Viking towns of SCANDINAVIA were doomed at the same time: “There is another type 

of discontinuity in the late Viking Age: the old rural places of power, commonly called central places, all met their end. In some 

cases, most pronounced in Lejre-Roskilde and Uppåkra-Lund, a town with central royal and ecclesiastical functions was established 

in the vicinity around the time when the central place was abandoned. It is the new and strong connection between king and Church 

which might hold a key to understanding the discontinuity both in towns and in central places around the turn of the millennium. A 

general conversion to Christianity took place at this time” (Skre 2012, 86) 
 

If we focus on CONTINENTAL EUROPE, we witness the same disaster. In Poland’s early 10th century “there was a rapid, sometimes 

catastrophic, collapse of many of the pre-existing tribal centers. These events were accompanied by the permanent or temporary 

depopulation of former areas of settlement” (Buko 2011, 464.) At the same time, in the Czech Republic, “castles of regional chieftains 

were destroyed. / That phenomenon is not at all mentioned in the written sources” (Sommer 2012,266/273.) 
 

If, finally, we look far to the south, it is the time when the Abbasid metropolis, Samarra on the Euphrates (modern Iraq), disappears 

under sand. Nevertheless, the dating of the end of the mighty city is controversial. A date around 900 AD is often mentioned. 

However, Samarra's characteristic, and chronologically relevant, “white glazed ware” is also dated to “the first half of the 10th 

century” (Bloom/Blair 2009, 448). A safe date for the abandonment of the huge site in Mesopotamia is the start of the Buyid dynasty, 

lower-class strongmen from Iran, that disempowers the suddenly moribund Abbasids around 930 AD (Busse 1975). 
 

Excavators often complain that written sources about the cataclysmic events are missing. Thus unprepared, they stumble into 

archaeological devastation. This lack of written sources is due to the extent of the havoc and the consequent death of the educated. 

Scientific thinking disappears for decades. “The tenth century was the ‘age of Iron’ (saeculum ferreum), the Dark Age (saeculum 

obscurum). / A symptom of this regression may be the situation that in the period from about 920-960 as far as we know, nothing of 

any great interest in the fields of intellectual development or literature appeared” (Strzelczyk 2001, 42 / 43).  
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Written sources are rare indeed, but they are not completely missing for the three territories we are looking at. The following overview 

will illustrate this. The distance between destroyed Samarra in Iraq and the equally devastated Viking town near Vestvågøya (Lofoten)  
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in Norway is over 4,200 km as the crow flies. Terrible disasters must have caused the massive destruction that archaeologists find 

throughout that vast region, and that scholars find in the disturbing texts from that time that tell us what happened.  
 

Before being content with a little oversized earthquake or volcanic eruptions for the extensive destructions, one must remember that 

the Classic Maya Collapse on the Yucatan Peninsula is also dated between 900 and 950 AD. From there to Samarra it is over 12,000 

km as the crow flies. It is still more than 9,200 to Ravenna. The co-called Classic Period of Mesoamerica ends at the dawn of the 

10th century AD. “The abandonment of many settlements at the end of the Classic period” provides the greatest enigma of 

Mesoamerican archaeology: “Scholars have presented various theories of its causes, including internal social problems, warfare, 

environmental degradation, and foreign invasions, although recent debates have focused on the effects of droughts” (Inomata et al. 

2016, 1). 
 

Distance of more than 4,200 km as the crow flies 

between Samarra in Iraq and the Viking village 

near Vestvågøya (Lofoten) in Norway. Both sites 

were devastated in the 930s AD. 

Distance of more than 9,200 km as the crow flies between Ravenna and the 

Yucatan (Mexiko) where the Classic Maya Collapse occurred between 900 

and 950 AD. [https://www.distancecalculator.net/.] 

  
 

https://www.distancecalculator.net/
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The situation in the Maya territories resembles the dramatic circumstances in Europe. The continent’s “abrupt, episodic Alnus [Alder] 

population decline at the end of the first millennium CE was a much more widespread event than has been previously reported, 

spanning large areas of the temperate and boreal zones in Europe. The data from Poland suggest that the decline was roughly 

synchronous and most likely occurred between the 9th and 10th centuries, with strong indications for the 10th century. The pollen data 

indicate that human impacts were not a major factor in the event. Instead, we hypothesize that one or a series of abrupt climatic shifts 

that caused floods and droughts at the end of the first millennium CE could have initiated this ecological disturbance” (Latałowa et 

al. 2019, 1335). 

 

During the late 930s AD, the Icelandic Eldgjá volcano also explodes, causing nearby Katla and Vatnajökull to erupt as well 

(Thordarsson/Hoskuldsson 2002, 110). The explosions (20 km3 of lava) far exceed the consequences of the Tambora eruption of  

Traces of catastrophe from the time of the explosion of the Eldgjá volcano in Iceland (right: today’s summer situation; Oppenheimer et al. 2018). 
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1815 ("year without summer" [Behringer 2015]), which, with the force of 170,000 Hiroshima bombs, was considered the greatest 

volcanic catastrophe of historical times. After Eldgjá, around 220 million tons of sulphur dioxide rise into the atmosphere and, through 

reaction with water and oxygen, become 450 million tons of sulphuric acid, whose lethal aerosols cover the northern hemisphere: 

“Human suffering in the wake of Eldgjá was widespread. From northern Europe to northern China, people experienced long, hard 

winters and severe spring-summer drought. Locust infestations and livestock mortalities occurred. Famine did not set in everywhere, 

but in the early 940s we read of starvation and vast mortality in parts of Germany, Iraq and China” (Oppenheimer et al.2018). 

Ravenna's only Western European competitor for the metropolitan function during Late Antiquity is Trier. Its stratigraphy matches 

our textbook chronology as poorly as in Ravenna. However, from the 8th to the early 10th century there are no new buildings at all, 

while Ravenna at least presents San Salvatore ad Calchi for the 9th century, although stylistically and stratigraphically it would also 

fit very well in the 5th/6th or 2nd/3rd century. Interesting for dating the end of Ravenna is Trier's Roman road system. It was still being 

carefully maintained in the 9th century. Nobody knows where the workers could have lived. They could only have known the urban 

substance that is attributed to the Imperial and/or Late Antiquity. It is known, however, that it was not until the 10th century that this 

road network was so massively hit that it disappeared under mud and was largely forgotten, until modern-day archaeologists 

rediscovered it: “In the course of the 10th century, Trier fundamentally changed its topographic structure. The antique road network, 

which had been used until the Carolingian provincial period and had even been partially repaired, was abandoned in the northern part 

of the city in favor of new routes, which – comparable to the situation in many bombed-out German cities of the post-war period – 

had been created from 'beaten tracks' between the ruins” (Clemens 2014, 335).”18 Contemporaries “who had the feeling of living 

through a revolution attributed it to the advent of the Anti-Christ, and presumed that they were witnessing, not the end of the ‘Dark 

Ages’, as the modern historian assumes, but the first signs of the end of the world” (Brooke 1964, 1). 

During the Second World War, 1,415,745 tons of bombs were dropped on the cities of Hitler-Germany (Humble 1975). Trier is carpet 

bombed since August 1944. The ancient downtown is, from 19 to 23 December 1944, flattened by 1.3 million kg of incendiary, high-

 
18 “Im Verlauf des 10. Jahrhunderts änderte Trier grundlegend sein topographisches Gefüge. Das noch bis in die karolingische Provinzzeit genutzte, teilweise sogar 

ausgebesserte antike Straßennetz wurde im nördlichen Stadtbereich zugunsten neuer Wegeführungen aufgegeben, die – durchaus vergleichbar der Situation in vielen 

zerbombten deutschen Städten der Nachkriegszeit – aus ‚Trampelpfaden‘ zwischen den Ruinen entstanden waren.“ 
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explosive, and Napalm bombs (Trier 2020). Nevertheless, the knowledge of the road network from the time before August 1944 is 

never lost. What destroyed Trier around 930 AD was much stronger than the allied bomber squadrons. 

All this sounds threatening enough. It may also prove that Ravenna, Trier and the whole of ancient civilization only ended around 

930 AD and that Emperor August only began his reign in 260 before that. But what happened? Is a mega-volcano from Iceland 

enough to cover Ravenna with soil? In Italy alone, the results are so disparate that the monstrosity of the Cataclysm is evident, but 

one stands perplexed by its course. North of Ravenna, Altinum, 115 km northeast of Ravenna, disappears under water. On the west 

coast of Italy, Ostia, 280 km south of Ravenna, disappears under soil. Misenum on the Gulf of Naples, however, Rome’s main war 

harbor with supremacy even over Ravenna (480 km northwest), disappears under water. In 1956, the port was by chance rediscovered 

by aerial reconnaissance. At a depth from 2.50 to about 5 meters, an area of 10 hectares revealed remains of the port and of an ancient 

Roman road, the Via Herculanea. It passes between two parallel rows of port warehouses. Even the commanding Admiral’s domus 

and its mosaic floor was found. Misenum’s Piscina Mirabilis for 12,600 m3 of water was the largest Roman reservoir used for the 

military. It went down, too (Schoder 1976).  

Can Italy have been bent downwards at its northern and southern ends and at the same time pushed upwards in the middle? Such 

movements are hard to imagine without cosmic influences. Also, the few written sources see terrible things in the sky and not only 

on earth. What role do meteors or comets play? It became popular to blame the decline of the Roman civilization on Justinian's plague 

and/or Comet (Harper 2017). It is undisputed that the comet reports from the early days of the Severans and Justinian correlate with 

material destruction, considerable mortality and great anxiety. But these occurrences are at the beginning and not at the end of the 

Severan-Justinian period. There are new upswings in architecture after that celestial body. In Rome, the Domus Severiana and the 

Septizodium are being built at the Palatine. In Jerusalem, Justinian orders the enormous NEA basilica to be built on a massive sub 

structure. All this takes place after comet and plague. Moreover, Ravenna's mosaics, which can be interpreted as symbolizing 

Justinian's Comet (Dwyer 2013), are placed in an undamaged San Vitale. Yet, many of these magnificent structures will later be 

damaged or irretrievably crushed. However, it can be asked whether that celestial body followed a stable orbit, and whether its various 
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Reconstruction of Rome’s Septizodium (100 m long) that was 

completed under Septimius Severus in 203 AD, i.e. after the 

comet dated to the early 190s AD. 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Septizodium#/media/File:SEPTIZODIUM_Rome.jpg.] 

Reconstruction drawing of Justinian’s NEA Church (100 x 50 m) in 

Jerusalem that was completed in 543 AD, i.e. after Justinian’s comet (536 

AD) and plague (541 AD).  
[Anna Yamim; https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/BSBA390604003L.jpg.] 

  

 

appearances sometimes brought less and sometimes more danger to the earth. That possibility definitely cannot be excluded. That 

much about the cosmic dimension of the disaster may be sufficient at this point. 

 

 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Septizodium#/media/File:SEPTIZODIUM_Rome.jpg
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/BSBA390604003L.jpg
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IX Summary 
 

Astute researchers who study the history of Ravenna have at their disposal all the facts they need to understand that Roman civilization in this 

city did not perish three times – in the 3rd, 6th/7th and after the 9th century. These researchers know that the urbanism dated in the 5th/6th century 

is built with stones of the 2nd/3rd century, for which buildings are mysteriously missing. They know that the new buildings dated in the 5th/6th 

century continue structures from the Late Republic until the 2nd century AD. They know that the port could not have silted up in the 3rd century 

only to be miraculously and fully available again in the 5th/6th century, and then again use the wonderfully intact structures of the 1st/2nd century. 
 

Thus, these scholars know that Imperial Antiquity and Late Antiquity do not represent eras separated by centuries. They know that all Late 

Antiquity could be easily accommodated in Imperial Antiquity if they did not obey an ill-defined and incomprehensible chronology. For the 

Early Middle Ages of the 8th-10th century, by their own admission, they only have one building, San Salvatore ad Calchi. And they have not 

forgotten that until recently they dated it to the 5th/6th century, when the city built with bricks of the 2nd/3rd century. They also know that, beyond 

San Salvatore, the non-building Early Middle Ages should actually have a maximum of buildings, because they are closest to us in time and 

because Andrea Agnellus proudly describes many magnificent monuments that existed in the 9th century. 
 

These learned people know that from an art historical perspective the famous Ravenna mosaics, which they date to the 5th/6th century, would 

also fit into the 2nd or 9th century. They have also noticed that 2nd century and 9th century Latin are indistinguishable. Last but not least, they 

resist the temptation to simply let 2nd century dwellings last into the 9th century without repairs, in order to furnish the first millennium AD with 

residential buildings for 1,000 years. This honesty distinguishes them advantageously from colleagues from Zurich or Spoleto etc. who want 

to fill the empty 700 years with such claims. 
 

But, is there also something that the Ravenna researchers do not know? Absolutely! They view coin dating as a scientific method without 

knowing how the coins are dated. They are not sure if classical Roman house forms disappear already in the 3rd century or, 700 years later, in 

the 10th century. They don't know of a single one of the 5000 or so cities of Roman civilization that have three super-imposed sequences of 

settlement layers for Imperial Antiquity, Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages, separated by layers of destruction from the crises of the 3rd 

and 6th/7th centuries. They do not understand the downfall of their city. They suspect, however, that the end of Roman civilization can only have 

come after the 9th century, because  Agnellus' Ravenna still lies directly by the sea, whereas today it is about 10 km away. They also know that 

monuments mentioned by Agnellus in the 9th century are built with stones from the 2nd century, so that the 700 years in between should not 

simply be surprising, but put into doubt. If the Apostle Peter and Emperor Vespasian, whom 9th century Agnellus knows to be historically close 

in time, had lived not in the 1st but in the 8th century, Ravenna's city scribe would appear less crazy and we would appear less arrogant. 
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Ravenna’s supposed three downfalls are really only one, a single catastrophe which happens around 930 AD, when Roman civilization 

everywhere is destroyed by the devastating Tenth Century Collapse. However, during the last half century of Imperial Antiquity (190s-230s of 

the Severan Emperors), Ravenna is in a better position than many other cities. After the Mark Aurelius Crisis with plague and 

Antonine/Commodan Fires of the 160s to 190s (stratigraphically ca. 860s -890s), Ravenna does not have to reduce its population and area, but 

can increase it. The additional Gothic population more than makes up for the loss of people and buildings in the Aurelian crisis. Although 

Ravenna does not become the capital of a "Late Antiquity", thanks to this post-Aurelian growth it nevertheless becomes a metropolis at the 

close of Imperial Antiquity with enough power and wealth to support the enormous size and cost of city repairs in the Severan Period, a 

rebuilding program that takes place even in Byzantium and Rome. Ravenna’s Germanic “barbarians” do invade Italy – the so-called Migration 

Period – but they do not destroy the empire. They keep it afloat for almost another half century. 
 

In addition, Ravenna becomes a center of conversions to various Judaeo-Christian movements. The apocalyptic books of the Hebrew Bible are 

seen as a reasonable prediction of the Marcus Aurelius plague crisis and lead to an abandonment of the old pagan gods. The resulting 

persecutions of Christians under Marcus Aurelius and Commodus create new martyrs, many of whom become patrons of new churches. 
 

By re-combining sources that were previously scattered over three periods, rational historical narratives about Ravenna can finally be formulated 

into a coherent whole. Immensely wealthy Gothic sovereigns such as Theodoric and Amalasuintha, who, despite having their own mint and a 

gold treasure of 20 tons, are supposedly left without coins in their own names, receive the coinage of their alto egos, i.e. the Theodosiusses and 

Galla Placidia, who have almost identical life stories. Lombards and Franks do not rule a city of Ravenna that has been empty for 300 years 

after the mysterious obliteration of the Goths, but are alternately enemies or allies of their Goth contemporaries. To illustrate arbitrary time 

periods, the same tree ring sequences can be used more than once, or stories with slight variations can be told several times. A corresponding 

multiplication of archaeological layers, however, is impossible. In the final table, therefore, Ravenna's 1st millennium chronology must follow 

its stratigraphic substance: 
 

STRATIGRAPHY-BASED HISTORY OF FIRST MILLENNIUM RAVENNA 

700 – 880s/890s 880s/890s – 930s 930s Cataclysm 930s – 1000 
Octavian to Antonine 

and Commodan Fires. 

[“1-192”.] 

Repairs by Severans, Justinian, Goths, Lombards, 

Franks etc. Rise of Iazyges/Huns/Hungarians, 

Moors. Boom of Christianity and Islam.  

MIGRATION PERIOD,  [“180s-230s”.] 

End of Roman Civilization, 

Ravenna cut off from the Sea.  

[“3rd” c. Crisis, “6th“ c. Crisis.]. 

Huts on palace ruins, small churches 

(70-80 instead of 100s to 1000s m2). 

[930s-1000.] 
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